US and Russia agree to resume diplomatic relations and peace talks on Ukraine
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In a significant diplomatic development, the United States and Russia have reached an agreement to resume full diplomatic relations and initiate peace talks regarding the ongoing conflict in Ukraine. This unexpected turnaround in international policy comes under the administration of President Donald Trump, marking a notable shift from recent tensions.
The meeting took place on Tuesday at the Diriyah Palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, where US Secretary of State Marco Rubio met with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov. During the encounter, Rubio expressed optimism about the potential for peace in Ukraine, stating that an end to the war could present "incredible opportunities that exist to partner with the Russians geopolitically on issues of common interest and, frankly, economically."
Despite the positive tone of the discussions, Russia promptly hardened its stance regarding the conditions for a truce in Ukraine. Lavrov rejected the suggestion made by British political leader Sir Keir Starmer that NATO-led peacekeeping forces could be deployed in the event of a ceasefire. "We explained today that the appearance of armed forces from…NATO countries, but under a false flag, under the flag of the European Union or under national flags, does not change anything," Lavrov stated, declaring such a scenario as "unacceptable" for Russia.
The renewed talks, which would have seemed improbable just six months ago, were initiated following Trump's directive to Open negotiations regarding the war in Ukraine. Rubio noted that a primary outcome of the meeting was the agreement to restore full staffing of their respective embassies, reversing previous expulsions that had significantly hampered diplomatic operations. He remarked, "We’re going to need to have vibrant diplomatic missions that are able to function normally."
Lavrov echoed this sentiment, calling the conversation "very useful." However, the developments are likely to be met with concern in Europe, where leaders convened in Paris the previous day to discuss the implications of Trump's intent to reshape US transatlantic security commitments.
Notably absent from the Riyadh talks was Ukraine itself. President Volodymyr Zelensky had previously made it clear that Ukraine would not accept the outcome of any negotiations it did not directly participate in. While visiting Turkey on the same day, he reiterated his position, insisting on a full return to Ukraine's borders as they were prior to the 2014 annexation of Crimea. "No matter how difficult it is for us, Ukraine will not legally recognise the parts occupied by Russia," Zelensky affirmed, asserting that all territories, including the eastern regions and Crimea, are Ukrainian.
The Biden administration, which follows Trump, has historically emphasised the necessity of Ukraine's involvement in any peace negotiations, alongside efforts to isolate Russia over its actions in the region. White House officials have sought to clarify that discussions with various European leaders are ongoing, countering any narrative suggesting that Europe has been sidelined in the dialogue.
The meeting also reflects the growing influence of Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman of Saudi Arabia as a key diplomatic player in international politics, particularly in light of his past controversies. The talks were reportedly held under the direction of the Saudi prince, who has also facilitated prisoner negotiations and hosted Zelensky at an Arab League summit earlier this year.
Adding another layer to the evolving scenario, Zelensky has cancelled an anticipated visit to Saudi Arabia planned for later this week, illustrating the complexities surrounding Ukraine's involvement in the diplomatic process.
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