Zelensky insists Ukraine must be involved in peace talks with Russia
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Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has firmly stated that Ukraine will not accept any peace agreement regarding the ongoing conflict with Russia that does not involve direct participation from Ukraine itself. This statement comes in the context of recent talks between American and Russian officials held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, where Ukrainian representatives were notably excluded.
The discussions, taking place this week, are focused on defining a potential peace framework for Ukraine, which has been embroiled in conflict with Russian forces for nearly three years. Zelensky voiced his frustration, asserting that Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity cannot be negotiated without Ukrainian input. "We want it to be fair and that no one decides anything behind our backs," he emphasised, reflecting a deep concern over being sidelined in critical discussions about the country's future.
Zelensky's concerns were echoed as he highlighted the significant human toll of the conflict, reporting over 46,000 Ukrainian soldiers have lost their lives since the war began. His remarks came amidst renewed fears regarding the possibility of a ceasefire being agreed upon without key Ukrainian involvement, which many view as potentially detrimental to the nation’s interests.
The exclusion of Ukraine from the negotiation table drew criticism from Zelensky and others, particularly in light of US President Donald Trump's recent controversial comments. The remarks, made at a press conference in Mar-a-Lago, seemed to attribute blame to Ukraine for the war's onset, with Trump stating, “You should never have started it,” and suggesting the Ukrainian leadership should have pursued a peace agreement earlier. He further asserted his belief that he could have “made a deal for Ukraine,” demonstrating a divergence in perspectives on the conflict’s management.
In an unrelated but equally hostile context, Russia continues its military offensives in Ukraine, marking a somber backdrop to the diplomatic discussions. Overnight, Russian forces launched an aerial assault on Odesa, targeting civilian infrastructure, including a children’s clinic and a kindergarten, resulting in extensive power outages across the city.
International reactions to these developments have varied. UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer attended a European leaders' summit in Paris, calling for the establishment of a US security guarantee for Ukraine to deter further Russian aggression. He indicated that Britain is prepared to deploy troops should a peace deal be reached, underlining the extent of international concerns surrounding Ukraine’s situation.
While this pivotal meeting proceeds without Ukrainian representation, the increasing discontent expressed by Zelensky reflects a broader apprehension regarding the implications of such high-stakes negotiations taking place without direct local input. First-hand observations by analysts suggest a parallel to historical precedents where decisions impacting sovereign nations were made without their consent, raising questions about the future of Ukraine’s territorial and political integrity in light of the ongoing conflict with Russia. 
The gravity of the situation is underscored by Vladimir Putin's foreign minister, Sergei Lavrov, who reiterated Moscow's intention to retain territory it has seized in Ukraine, further complicating prospects for a lasting peace. As diplomatic efforts continue in Riyadh, the conversation around Ukraine's involvement in its own future remains at the forefront of international discourse.
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