Concerns raised over 'insecure peace' deal for Ukraine
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The UK Defence Secretary, John Healey, has raised concerns about the potential consequences of an "insecure peace" deal regarding Ukraine, emphasising that such an arrangement could lead to further conflict. In an opinion piece for The Sunday Times, Healey warned that a peace agreement brokered by the United States, which sidelined Ukraine, would likely only result in a temporary halt to hostilities rather than a sustainable resolution.
This statement comes at a critical juncture for UK Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer, who is set to meet with President Donald Trump at the White House on Thursday. The meeting is anticipated amid escalating tensions between Trump and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, as recent comments by Trump have suggested an inclination toward negotiating peace terms that may favour Russia.
During a speech at a significant right-wing conference in the United States on Saturday night, Trump indicated that he had spoken to President Putin and expressed optimism about an impending resolution to the conflict, stating, “I think that thing is going to end,” as reported by Nathan Howard of Reuters.
In addition to Healey’s comments, it has come to light that Lord Mandelson, the newly appointed ambassador in Washington, is advising Starmer to establish a firm deadline for increasing UK defence spending. Starmer has already pledged to allocate 2.5 per cent of the nation's GDP to defence, a move that underscores the UK's commitment to strengthening its military capabilities in response to the ongoing situation in Ukraine.
As discussions unfold in the coming days, the implications of these developments could significantly affect not only UK defence policy but also the broader geopolitical landscape concerning the conflict in Ukraine.
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