Kemi Badenoch calls for urgent increase in defence spending
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In a significant call for action, Kemi Badenoch, the Conservative leader, has urged Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer to urgently increase defence spending amid rising geopolitical tensions, particularly concerning Russia's actions in Ukraine. This plea comes on the eve of critical discussions between Sir Keir Starmer and US President Donald Trump, scheduled for Thursday.
In a letter addressed to the Prime Minister, Badenoch has emphasised the pressing need to enhance Britain's military capabilities, suggesting that the current defence spending should rise to at least 2.5% of the country's Gross Domestic Product (GDP). She articulated her concerns by stating, “Putin’s Russia poses an existential threat to the entire European order.” Badenoch contends that the recent months should have been utilised to ramp up domestic defence production, including the procurement of munitions and equipment, which she notes requires substantial lead time. 
Highlighting the urgency of the situation, she expressed, “There is no time for further delay.” Badenoch has indicated her willingness to support any necessary but potentially contentious budgetary reallocations in order to prioritise national security. She proposed that funding currently dedicated to welfare and foreign aid could be redirected to strengthen the UK's defence capabilities, specifically questioning whether the 0.5% of GDP allocated for overseas development could be repurposed for this purpose.
Furthermore, she pointed out the need for immediate action before the upcoming meeting with Trump, arguing that “these decisions cannot be delayed.” In addition to defence spending, Badenoch addressed what she sees as a critical diplomatic issue, urging Sir Keir to reconsider his government’s stance on the Chagos Islands, which involves negotiations that could result in substantial financial payouts to Mauritius by British taxpayers. 
She concluded her correspondence with a strong message: “I will always back you when you do the right thing. But I will not be silent about the risks facing our country and our security.” Badenoch's firm stance underlines the Conservatives' commitment to addressing defence and security as paramount issues against the backdrop of an increasingly volatile international landscape.
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