Keir Starmer meets Donald Trump to discuss Ukraine and security guarantees
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On Thursday, 27 February, UK Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer arrived in Washington, D.C. for crucial discussions with former President Donald Trump. The primary focus of their talks is on establishing a reliable US “backstop” aimed at deterring potential future aggressions from Russian President Vladimir Putin against Ukraine, particularly following any peace agreement.
Sir Keir is reportedly willing to consider the deployment of British troops for a peacekeeping operation in Ukraine. However, he has underscored the importance of strong assurances from the United States to effectively discourage any resurgence of hostilities from Russia.
Additionally, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky is scheduled to be in Washington to finalise an agreement regarding rare earth minerals, a critical component for various industries. During his visit, Zelensky has indicated that while significant elements of the economic framework deal are being established, the specifics of security guarantees remain a vital issue to be resolved.
In remarks made on Wednesday, Trump highlighted that the United States stands to gain "a lot of money" from the arrangement with Ukraine. However, he has shown reluctance to offer substantial security guarantees to Kyiv in exchange for these economic benefits.
The developments in Washington come at a time of heightened tensions in the region, with ongoing discussions about international support for Ukraine being of paramount importance as the situation continues to evolve.
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