Emergency services respond to man climbing Big Ben in London
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Emergency services cordoned off the area surrounding Big Ben in London on Saturday morning following an incident involving a man who climbed the 96-metre high Elizabeth Tower, which houses the iconic clock and bell. The alert was raised at 7.24am, prompting a swift response from police and fire services.
According to a Metropolitan Police spokesperson, "Officers are at the scene working to bring the incident to a safe conclusion. They are being assisted by the London Fire Brigade and the London Ambulance Service." The spokesperson confirmed that Bridge Street, located at the north end of Westminster Bridge, is closed to facilitate the emergency services' response to the situation.
Eyewitness accounts describe a barefoot man who appeared calm while perched several metres up the structure, waving a Palestinian flag. Luke Whelan, an SEO editor for MailOnline, provided insight into the scene, stating, "I was cycling to work when I noticed him climbing up Big Ben. He looked like he was live streaming himself or on a video call or something. I assumed he was a free-runner influencer as he seemed very relaxed up there."
Images circulating on social media captured the moment, with the man standing on a ledge of the Elizabeth Tower while onlookers watched from behind the police cordon. The London Fire Brigade confirmed their involvement, with a spokesperson noting, "Firefighters are responding alongside the Metropolitan Police Service to reports of a person scaling the Palace of Westminster." The Brigade was initially notified about the incident at 7.32am, and firefighters from several stations—including Lambeth, Chelsea, Soho, and Islington—were dispatched to the scene.
As the situation unfolded, a significant presence of at least nine emergency service vehicles was observed lining Bridge Street in central London, highlighting the authorities' response to ensure safety amid the unfolding drama.
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