Fire at Hayes electrical substation causes chaos at Heathrow Airport
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A significant incident occurred in Hayes, west London, late on Thursday night when a fire broke out at the Hayes electrical substation, resulting in substantial disruption at Heathrow Airport and surrounding areas. The fire prompted a closure of the airport, the busiest in the UK, for safety reasons, leading to the cancellation of over 200,000 passenger flights scheduled for Friday.
Witnesses reported a dramatic event, including “a massive explosion” heard just before midnight, as described by a local resident who opted to remain anonymous. Matthew Muirhead, who was working a night shift nearby, recounted, “We saw a bright flash of white and all the lights in town went out,” referring to the moment he noticed smoke rising from the substation around 11.30pm.
In the aftermath of the fire, authorities evacuated around 150 individuals from the affected vicinity, as the London Fire Brigade responded to the blaze. The incident also left nearly 100,000 homes without electricity overnight, although this number had decreased to approximately 4,000 by Friday afternoon. Energy Secretary Ed Miliband confirmed the progress in restoring power following the fire, which was ultimately brought under control.
Emergency services, including hazardous area response teams and an incident response officer, were deployed to the scene on Roseville Road. Pat Goulbourne, the fire service's assistant commissioner, stated that scientific advisers had been engaged to monitor air quality due to the significant smoke emanating from the incident. Residents were “strongly advised” to keep windows and doors closed as a precautionary measure.
Hillingdon Council reported that most of the evacuees had found their own accommodations by Friday morning, although the council was assisting 12 individuals with hotel arrangements until they could safely return to their homes. Additionally, six local schools were closed as a result of the fire, including Nestles Avenue Early Years Centre, Pinkwell Children’s Centre, and Botwell House Catholic Primary School, among others.
Despite the scale of the fire and its immediate impact, the London Ambulance Service reported no casualties or injuries directly related to the blaze. The area surrounding the electrical substation continues to be monitored by emergency responders, with ongoing assessments to ensure the safety of local residents. 
Authorities continue to advise individuals to avoid the vicinity of Hayes and to stay indoors if they live close by as clean-up and safety operations are conducted in the aftermath of this incident.
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