Over 63,000 pages of JFK assassination documents released
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In a significant disclosure, more than 63,000 pages of documents pertaining to the assassination of President John F. Kennedy have been released to the public, following an executive order from former President Donald Trump. This extensive collection includes over 2,200 files, posted on the U.S. National Archives and Records Administration website, that aim to shed light on events surrounding the 1963 assassination but have unintentionally introduced controversies of their own.
The release was announced during Trump's visit to the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington. Trump stated, "We have a tremendous amount of paper. You've got a lot of reading," as he discussed the declassification process. The files, which are part of a more extensive archive containing over six million items related to Kennedy's assassination, have sparked renewed interest in the various conspiracy theories that have surrounded this infamous event for over half a century. 
Among the assertions gaining traction from these newly released files is the idea of a 'deep state', a term popularised by some political figures, including Trump himself. Journalist Glenn Greenwald highlighted a 15-page memo from Arthur Schlesinger, a key adviser to Kennedy, who warned that the CIA had become "a state within a state" and called for its disbandment. Greenwald, speaking to the Daily Mail, noted the memo reflects concerns about potential issues created by CIA operations, supporting the discourse surrounding the existence of a 'deep state'.
The assassination of President Kennedy, which took place on November 22, 1963, in Dallas, Texas, has long been a fertile ground for conspiracy theorists. Following the incident, Lee Harvey Oswald was arrested as the alleged assassin, but the Warren Commission later concluded that Oswald acted alone. Nevertheless, countless conspiracy theories, including claims of CIA involvement, have persisted over the decades. 
Amidst the discourse on the released files, the online world witnessed reactions from various public figures. Actor Russell Brand shared his excitement about the newly declassified documents, tweeting that "1,123 newly declassified documents have OFFICIALLY been released… This is insanity!" However, he controversially posted a manipulated image that claimed the BBC actress Penelope Keith had assassinated JFK, leading to online criticism of Brand's misinformation.
Further controversy arose from the contents of the files, as more than 200 individuals' social security numbers were made public, leading to concerns over privacy and security breaches. Joseph diGenova, a former attorney for Trump, expressed outrage over this lapse, noting the risks of identity theft and potential threats to his safety. He stated, "It's absolutely outrageous. It's sloppy, unprofessional," highlighting the negligence of failing to redact sensitive information.
Ultimately, the release of the JFK files was anticipated to either confirm or debunk numerous conspiracy theories; however, experts suggested that no groundbreaking revelations were expected. Instead, the documents largely reiterated the historical context of U.S. intelligence operations regarding JFK's assassination, which once again has reignited debates about governmental transparency and the implications of classified information in the public domain.
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