Putin gifts portrait of Trump amid ongoing US-Russian tensions
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The Kremlin has officially confirmed that Russian President Vladimir Putin recently gifted a portrait of Donald Trump to the former US leader. This exchange took place when Trump's special envoy to Russia, Steve Witkoff, visited Moscow earlier this month. Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov provided details of the gift, which has subsequently drawn attention from the media.
During his trip, Witkoff participated in discussions aimed at addressing ongoing tensions and seeking a resolution regarding the conflict in Ukraine. In a later interview with Tucker Carlson, a former host of Fox News, Witkoff revealed that Trump was "clearly touched" by the painting, describing it as "beautiful." The envoy's comments have highlighted the significance of the gift in the context of US-Russian relations.
Moreover, Witkoff shared insights from his meeting with Putin, relaying a personal account in which he stated that the Russian leader expressed concern for Trump during his presidential campaign. Specifically, Putin mentioned that he prayed for Trump last year, upon hearing news of an assassination attempt against him during a rally in Pennsylvania. Witkoff recounted, "He was praying for his friend," illustrating a personal connection that has been suggested to exist between the two leaders.
This gifting of a portrait, which continues a narrative of Putin invoking religious sentiments in relation to Republican Presidents, adds a new layer to the ongoing discourse surrounding US-Russian diplomatic relations. Further updates on this development will surely emerge as the situation progresses.
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