Tenerife tourism thrives despite rising anti-tourism sentiments
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Tenerife, a popular tourist destination in the Canary Islands, continues to attract visitors despite ongoing anti-tourism sentiments on the island. As the Easter holidays approach, thousands of families are set to visit, signalling a robust tourism season. Local business owners have reported packed resorts and thriving trade, indicating that the anti-tourism movements have not deterred many from enjoying the island’s offerings.
Tara Scarlata, the owner of a British-themed bar in Adeje, noted that her establishment remains bustling both day and night. Speaking to The Sun, she stated, "We're busier than we've ever been... It's busy and summer season hasn't started yet. We just had our best week ever, celebrating St Patrick's Day and the Cheltenham Races." Her comments reflect a broader trend, where many businesses are thriving despite the looming protests and growing concerns related to the volume of tourists.
The island has seen a rise in activism against the negative impacts of mass tourism, with local residents voicing concerns about traffic congestion, the affordability of housing, and environmental stresses caused by millions of annual visitors. Recent months have witnessed acts of vandalism aimed at highlighting these issues. In December, over 230 sunbeds at popular beaches in Los Cristianos were defaced with graffiti proclaiming slogans such as "Canarias se defiende" (the Canary Islands defend themselves) and "Canarias no se vende" (the Canary Islands are not for sale). More alarming were incidents in January where graffiti reading "Kill a tourist" appeared, raising safety concerns among locals.
The protests have drawn large crowds; in October, hundreds demonstrated at Troya beach, proclaiming slogans like "More tourists, more misery." Activists have also resorted to hunger strikes to draw attention to their cause, highlighting a growing frustration among residents towards local authorities, perceived as neglectful in addressing the problematic influx of tourists.
Brian Harrison, a 57-year-old sound engineer from Bridgend, who has lived in Tenerife for three decades, expressed concerns about the continued protests. He warned that if local authorities do not address the pressing issues linked to tourism, "the protests will continue and they will increase."
Despite the unrest, business owners like Scarlata do not share a desire for tourists to leave, positing that the key to sustainable growth lies in improving local infrastructure and housing. She emphasised that nothing alarming should deter visitors, indicating a balance must be struck between advancing tourism and addressing resident concerns.
As the Easter season approaches, Tenerife stands at a crossroads, with vibrant tourism activity coexisting alongside a rising tide of discontent among certain segments of the local population. While businesses remain optimistic, the long-term sustainability of tourism on the island remains a topic of significant local discourse.
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