Prince Harry's resignation from Sentebale sparks allegations of bullying and toxicity
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The recent resignation of Prince Harry as patron of the charity Sentebale has sparked controversy, with Dr Sophie Chandauka, the chair of the organisation, accusing him of "harassment and bullying at scale". Sentebale, founded in 2006 by Prince Harry and Prince Seeiso of Lesotho in memory of Harry's mother, Diana, Princess of Wales, aims to support children affected by HIV in southern Africa.
Dr Chandauka, speaking to Trevor Phillips on Sky News, revealed that Harry had authorised the release of damaging news regarding the charity without consulting her or other key individuals within the organisation. "Can you imagine what that attack has done for me, on me and the 540 individuals in the Sentebale organisation and their family?" she stated, calling it a display of significant harassment.
The tensions between Harry and Dr Chandauka appear to have been simmering for some time, with the chair accusing Harry’s brand of being "toxic" and detrimental to the charity's mission. She mentioned that fundraising efforts had been adversely affected, stating, "The number one risk for this organisation was the toxicity of its lead patron's brand." This sentiment was echoed in her remarks about the impact of mixed messaging surrounding the charity's leadership, which has hindered their ability to attract donors and support.
Harry and Prince Seeiso's departures from Sentebale were reportedly made to show solidarity with the charity's trustees, who also resigned amidst internal disputes with Dr Chandauka. In their statement, they referred to a relationship that had "broken down beyond repair," attributing the disagreements to a shift in focus towards fundraising specifically in Africa.
While discussing the internal dynamics, Dr Chandauka recounted a moment when she was asked by Harry's team to defend Meghan Markle against any negative press, a request she declined, asserting that the charity would not act as an extension of the Sussex PR effort. She described her evolution of leadership within a contemporary framework that requires a move towards locally led initiatives, highlighting a need for governance structures that align with current social movements.
Dr Chandauka's critiques extended to suggest that both princes attempted to "force a failure" within the charity only to later position themselves as saviours. Despite the unfolding drama, she confidently expressed that "the team is resolved that Sentebale will live on, with or without you," addressing the future of the charity beyond its original founders.
In the backdrop of these disputes, sources close to the former trustees indicated that the resignations and subsequent public statements were expected, describing them as part of a larger narrative. A representative from the Charity Commission confirmed awareness of the governance concerns at Sentebale and is assessing the situation to determine necessary regulatory steps.
Prince Harry and Meghan Markle have not publicly responded to the allegations made by Dr Chandauka, and sources close to him remarked on the substantial impact this situation could have on his reputation and legacy in relation to the charity. As the organisation navigates these significant challenges, it continues its mission to support vulnerable children in the region, with or without the participation of its royal co-founders.
Source: Noah Wire Services
References
https://www.hellomagazine.com/royalty/823127/sentebale-chair-claims-prince-harry-fall-out-meghan-markle/ - This article supports Dr. Sophie Chandauka's claim that Prince Harry's team asked her to defend Meghan Markle against negative press, and her refusal led to tensions. It also discusses the internal disputes that led to Harry and Prince Seeiso stepping down from Sentebale.
https://www.gbnews.com/royal/prince-harry-accused-harassment-bullying-charity-sentebale - This news piece reports on Dr. Chandauka's accusations of harassment and bullying by Prince Harry following his resignation from Sentebale. It covers her detailed allegations and his decision to step down in solidarity with the charity's trustees.
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/prince-harry-charity-sentebale-resigns-patron-dispute-sophie-chandauka/ - This article explains Prince Harry's reasons for resigning from Sentebale, including his solidarity with the charity's departing trustees and the internal disputes involving chair Dr. Sophie Chandauka. It also touches on the charity's mission and governance issues.
https://www.hellomagazine.com/royalty/823127/sentebale-chair-claims-prince-harry-fall-out-meghan-markle/ - This source further details the origins of the dispute between Prince Harry and Dr. Chandauka, including her allegations of a broken relationship and governance issues within Sentebale.
https://www.gbnews.com/royal/prince-harry-accused-harassment-bullying-charity-sentebale - GB News covers Dr. Chandauka's reactions to Prince Harry's resignation and her allegations of misconduct by Harry. It mentions the lack of a formal response from the Duke and Duchess of Sussex to these allegations.
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/prince-harry-charity-sentebale-resigns-patron-dispute-sophie-chandauka/ - CBS News reports on the shift in Sentebale's mission and the charity's challenges amidst internal disputes, highlighting Prince Harry's decision to step down alongside Prince Seeiso.
https://www.theargus.co.uk/news/national/uk-today/25048382.prince-harry-accused-harassment-bullying-scale/?ref=rss - Please view link - unable to able to access data
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/royals/prince-harry-accused-bullying-unleashing-34957957 - Please view link - unable to able to access data
https://www.the-independent.com/news/uk/home-news/prince-harry-sentebale-dr-sophie-chandauka-bullying-harassment-b2723931.html - Please view link - unable to able to access data
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crldrrxz33ro - Please view link - unable to able to access data
image1.jpg
‘WE WOU THE WA
SOMND T HIEG DENTIV
THE OR O/JINEA UR
A M/8E YAINTL WM OIUD
THE DLV OFEYING TTRIY
YOUNLE QUNET QUCE
LX) | TUH YOFE ADTHE
THINWG AND O DOW
WEATINOE FIOR
yOUD N{E MENOL."
~MENERTA









