Footage reveals unsold Teslas highlighting decline in sales
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Footage depicting a car park adjacent to Perth Airport, filled with hundreds of unsold Teslas, has underscored a significant decline in sales for the electric vehicle manufacturer across Australia. The video, shared by car industry expert Paul Maric on social media during an event, reveals rows of the electric vehicles gathering dust, suggesting that consumer demand has decreased markedly.
Maric, speaking to Yahoo News, noted that many of the vehicles in the lot were older models, which comes as the new 2025 Model 3 is set for release in Australia in May. He stated, "Tesla is in a position now that people are losing interest in electric cars. Sales are plateauing." Once the leader in the Australian electric vehicle market, Tesla now faces competition from a growing number of brands that offer similar technology and features at more affordable price points.
Notably, Maric pointed out the implications of recent price reductions on Tesla vehicles, describing the situation as "burning" for existing customers. He highlighted his own experience, having purchased a Model Y in 2022 for $72,000, which is now valued at around $55,000. This price drop has left many consumers questioning the value of buying a second-hand Tesla when a new model could be available for a similar price. "For me personally, I look at Tesla and think 'You've burned me $20,000'. Now, instead of people going back and buying another Tesla, they'll go and buy a Chinese brand," he remarked.
The broader electric vehicle market in Australia has also seen a decline in sales. In February 2024, a peak in sales was recorded with 10,111 battery-powered cars sold, largely due to Tesla's strong performance, which accounted for 5,665 of those sales. However, sales figures have plummeted, with only 5,684 electric vehicles sold this February, of which Tesla's contributions dwindled to just 1,592.
Contributing to the sales downturn are concerns surrounding CEO Elon Musk's controversial association with the Trump administration. Protests against Tesla dealerships in the United States have escalated, with critics calling for a boycott of the vehicles, linking Musk's political engagements with the diminishing appeal of the brand.
In response to the shifting public perception of Tesla, marketing expert Dr Rajat Roy from Bond University opined that the brand's image is suffering due to Musk's polarising personal image. "It's become polarised and controversial, and the customer base is dwindling as a result," Dr Roy noted, emphasising that the brand's traditional consumers may find themselves at odds with Musk's political activities. This discord can cause an "identity conflict" among consumers who previously identified with Tesla as a cutting-edge and environmentally friendly brand.
As the situation unfolds, Daily Mail Australia has reached out to Tesla for comment, though a response has yet to be provided. The future of Tesla in the highly competitive electric vehicle market remains uncertain as the company navigates these challenges in both sales and brand perception.
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