Violence erupts between Aston Villa and PSG fans ahead of Champions League clash
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Shocking footage of clashes between fans of Aston Villa and Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) has surfaced amidst the build-up to their highly anticipated Champions League tie set to occur at the Parc des Princes in Paris. This incident unfolded on Tuesday evening, less than 24 hours before the match, which marks a significant moment for Aston Villa, as it is the first time they have reached this stage of Europe's elite competition since the 1982-83 season.
The footage shows scenes of chaos as punches were exchanged and chairs were hurled between rival fans on the streets of the French capital. This escalation of violence reflects the heightened tensions expected during the encounter, with Villa players and management bracing for a hostile reception from the home crowd on Wednesday night.
Midfielder Youri Tielemans expressed confidence in his goalkeeper, Emiliano Martinez, stating that he believes Martinez will be able to cope with any abuse from the crowd. Martinez's presence in the match has been particularly controversial due to his previous antics during the 2022 World Cup, where he gained notoriety in France after playing a pivotal role in Argentina's victory over the French team in the final. His controversial behaviour has made him a polarising figure in the eyes of French supporters. In an apparent show of defiance, Martinez arrived in Paris wearing a cap adorned with the four international titles he has secured, potentially aggravating the animosity towards him.
Aston Villa, managed by Unai Emery, secured their spot in the quarter-finals after achieving a resounding 6-1 aggregate victory over Club Brugge in the previous round, marking a return to prominence for the Midlands club. The upcoming match against PSG is poised to be a formidable challenge, both on and off the pitch, as tensions run high in the lead-up to this crucial fixture.
Source: Noah Wire Services
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