Hungary's foreign minister voices concerns over Brexit impact
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Péter Szijjártó, Hungary’s Foreign Minister, has expressed his concerns regarding the impact of Brexit on Hungary during a recent address at The Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) in London. Since the United Kingdom's departure from the European Union in 2020, Szijjártó characterises the situation as "bad news" for his country, revealing that the dynamics of important discussions within the EU have shifted unfavourably for Budapest.
Szijjártó articulated that the balance of power within the EU has been disrupted, particularly noting that previous debates regarding the future of the union, which saw the UK positioned as a leading voice for "sovereigntists," have become increasingly one-sided. He explained, “The major debates within the European Union between the federalists and the sovereigntists became very unbalanced by the UK leaving. The UK was basically the leader of the sovereigntist camp within the European Union.” He elaborated that the sovereigntist perspective advocates for a robust integration of member states, contrasting with the federalist approach that envisions a more centralized European governance akin to a "United States of Europe."
In his address, Szijjártó stated, “Since the UK has left, this debate has become very unbalanced and not in favour of ourselves, unfortunately,” highlighting Hungary’s desire for the UK’s influential participation in EU discussions. He acknowledged Hungary's respect for the UK’s decision to depart, reiterating, “Whatever is good for the British must be decided by the British.”
Additionally, the Foreign Minister discussed Hungary’s relationship with the United States, expressing gratitude for the previously held presidency of Donald Trump, and he shared his views on EU sanctions against Russia, which were implemented following the country's invasion of Ukraine in 2022. While Szijjártó indicated that Hungary might support US sanctions, he critiqued the effectiveness of the EU's measures, labelling them a “failure.”
Through these comments, Szijjártó provides insight into Hungary’s geopolitical positioning and the effects of Brexit on the nation’s strategy within the European context.
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