Joe Rogan faces backlash over controversial guests on his podcast
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The Joe Rogan Experience, the popular podcast hosted by Joe Rogan, recently featured a heated exchange between Rogan and British conservative commentator Douglas Murray regarding the selection of guests known for their controversial views. This confrontation took place during the podcast episode that aired on an unspecified date and has been widely discussed in the media.
Murray was critical of Rogan for providing a platform to individuals he described as spreading dangerous misinformation. He specifically highlighted guests like podcaster Darryl Cooper and Holocaust denier Ian Carroll, questioning their credibility and the implications of their views. "I feel you've opened the door to quite a lot of people who now got a big platform, who have been throwing out counter-historical stuff of a very dangerous kind," Murray stated. He cited Cooper's assertion that the Nazis did not intend to kill millions and that Winston Churchill was the principal villain of World War Two, arguing, "These guys are not historians, they're not knowledgeable about anything."
During the exchange, Rogan defended his practice of inviting a variety of voices to his podcast, stating, "I don’t think about it that way. I just think, I’d like to talk to that person." However, Murray challenged this perspective, saying, "There’s a point at which 'I’m just raising questions' isn’t valid anymore... You’re not asking questions — you’re telling people something." This back-and-forth highlighted differing views on the responsibility of podcasters regarding the content they choose to amplify.
The confrontation follows a series of critiques directed at Rogan's platforming of controversial figures, including comments from Jack Schlossberg, grandson of President John F. Kennedy. Schlossberg recently admonished Rogan for his handling of the 1963 assassination narrative, particularly during a 2023 interview with Robert F. Kennedy Jr., which included claims that the Kennedy assassination was orchestrated by American intelligence agencies. In an Instagram video, Schlossberg challenged Rogan, saying, "After you spread all those lies, you're not going to make sure that they're true?"
Rogan's podcast, known for its extensive range of guests including comedians, athletes, scientists, and conspiracy theorists, has been both critically acclaimed and frequently mired in controversy. Despite facing backlash over various statements made by guests and his own remarks, including those concerning COVID-19 and race, Rogan's podcast remains Spotify’s most popular, justifying the platform's multi-year partnership renewal reportedly worth up to $250 million.
Rogan himself has described his podcasting philosophy as one that promotes organic, unscripted conversations. He remarked on Spotify’s blog, "There’s no script of what we’re going to talk about, and it all just sort of happens in real time. It’s just an actual organic conversation with people enjoying themselves."
In recent years, Rogan's political identity has evolved. Once a supporter of Bernie Sanders, he has expressed alignment with more conservative viewpoints, particularly due to what he perceives as excesses within the Democratic Party.
As the discourse surrounding the influence of podcasts on public perception and misinformation continues to grow, the dynamics of Rogan's platform will likely remain a focal point for both supporters and critics alike.
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