British man's tattoo mistakenly linked to Venezuelan crime gang
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A British man, identified as Pete Belton, has expressed astonishment upon discovering that a picture of one of his tattoos was mistakenly included in United States government documentation related to identifying symbols associated with the Tren de Aragua crime organisation in Venezuela. The revelation came to light when Belton, 44, encountered the image while reviewing files from the US Department of Homeland Security that catalogue various symbols employed by the gang.
The document in question details numerous tattoo symbols that are reportedly linked to Tren de Aragua, which has gained notoriety for its criminal activities across Venezuela and beyond. Among the symbols listed are variations of trains, crowns, and a representation of the famous Michael Jordan ‘Jumpman’ logo.
Initially, Belton described his reaction to the inclusion of his tattoo in this serious context as amusing. However, as he delved deeper into understanding the operation and the extent of the gang's activities, his sentiments shifted to concern. "It was a bit funny at first, then became quite frightening as we learned more about the gangs and what they were doing," he told the BBC.
Under the administration of former President Donald Trump, the Tren de Aragua group was notably designated as a ‘foreign terrorist organisation’. This classification led to significant enforcement actions, with claims of deporting hundreds of individuals purported to be affiliated with the organisation. 
The incident highlights not only the complexities of misidentification but also the broader implications of government surveillance and recording of gang-related symbols, showcasing a unique intersection of personal identity and international criminal classification.
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