Residents voice concerns over increasing drone activity near HMP Long Lartin
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Residents living near HMP Long Lartin, a high-security prison located near Evesham in Worcestershire, are voicing concerns about a significant increase in drone activity in the area, claiming there are up to seven drones operating simultaneously in recent months. This uptick in aerial activity is linked to attempts to smuggle contraband, including drugs, into the prison, which houses some of the UK's most dangerous criminals.
The incidents have led to numerous law enforcement operations, with West Mercia Police confirming they are currently managing nine investigations related to drone incursions into the prison. So far, 18 individuals have been arrested in connection with these activities, and at least seven drones have been confiscated by authorities.
Footage released by the police this week captures a tense arrest of a drone pilot following a car chase, during which law enforcement recovered both a quantity of drugs and a drone. Two men, aged 20 and 21, were taken into custody under suspicion of attempting to smuggle prohibited items into the prison.
Residents of South Littleton, a village situated close to HMP Long Lartin, have expressed their distress over the disturbances caused by these drone operations. Villagers allege that the drones are used regularly to drop class A drugs, mobile phones, and even weapons into the facility. One local, who chose to remain anonymous, described the situation, saying, "We've had five, six, seven drones at once sometimes." They also characterised the drones as "large helicopter-style" devices capable of carrying substantial packages. Concerns were raised about the implications for local safety, with the resident commenting, "It's really problematic and a little bit unnerving."
Another anonymous resident echoed similar sentiments, stating, "They come across on a regular basis. Usually at night. You can have two or three in an evening sometimes." They noted that the drones are often visible only by flashing lights, as operators tend to remain far from the scene.
Detective Chief Inspector James Bamber from south Worcestershire acknowledged the impact of these organised drone operations on local communities. He reassured residents that the police are diligently working in partnership with the prison to combat criminal gangs involved. He stated, "We recognise that these drone incursions are also impacting our communities local to HMP Long Lartin."
Bamber urged community members to remain vigilant and report any suspicious activity, explaining, "Intelligence previously reported to us regarding drone sightings has often led to intercepting drones or suspicious vehicles, resulting in the apprehension of suspected individuals." He emphasised the importance of local insight, asking residents to inform the authorities about any unusual vehicles or drone sightings near the prison. 
Despite ongoing police efforts, locals are left feeling apprehensive about their safety and the continued threat posed by these drone activities. The concerns raised by residents reflect a wider anxiety regarding the increasing sophistication of criminal operations targeting high-security facilities in the UK.
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