Couple's love story and fundraising effort to unite in the UK
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Craige Glendinning, a 33-year-old leisure centre volunteer from Insch, Aberdeenshire, has initiated a fundraising campaign to financially facilitate the move of his fiancée, Johanna Eikenaar, a 33-year-old dog caretaker from Vasteras, Sweden, to the UK. The couple met in 2013 while playing the well-known online game World of Warcraft, where Johanna used a male elf character, leading Craige to mistakenly believe he was communicating with another man for several years.
Their initial in-game interactions blossomed into a deeper connection, culminating in their first meeting in person in Newcastle in 2017. Under extraordinary circumstances, Craige proposed to Johanna on that visit with a replica ring from the Lord of the Rings franchise, which he had found in a hurry. Despite the unconventional means of his proposal, where Craige subsequently gave Johanna a Haribo ring, she accepted.
Craige’s journey has not been easy. Born with kidney failure, he has undergone two kidney transplants and has been on dialysis for over a decade. His health complications have significantly limited the couple's time together, forcing them to endure a long-distance relationship over the past ten years. Despite their strong bond, they have only been able to spend a few months in each other’s presence.
As Craige expressed to PA Real Life, he is acutely aware of the challenges posed by his health condition, saying, "I could die overnight... the money means so much, I have no words." The couple faces substantial financial hurdles tied to the UK immigration process. Following Brexit, the administrative barriers have intensified, and they now require £5,000 to cover the costs associated with Johanna’s visa application, Immigration Health Surcharge, and moving expenses, including transportation for their pet husky, Loki.
The government guidelines stipulate that partners applying for a family visa must typically demonstrate a combined income of £29,000 annually, a requirement not applicable to Craig due to his disability benefits. Despite his challenges, he is determined to overcome the obstacles imposed by the visa process. In recent updates to their situation, the couple has managed to establish a GoFundMe page to garner support from the public to achieve their goal of finally living together.
The distance has taken an emotional toll, with Johanna highlighting the urgency of their situation: “The sad reality of it all is that we have a limited amount of time left since Craige can still lose his kidney or die at any time.” She expressed a desire to solidify their future together after years of waiting.
As Craige continues to recover from his second kidney transplant and rediscover life in Scotland, his commitment to Johanna remains steadfast. Both have noted the significance of their experiences and relationship in today's digital world, where connections may flourish online despite geographical constraints.
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