Second book bound with William Corder's skin discovered at Moyse's Hall Museum
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In a notable revelation at Moyse's Hall Museum in Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, a second book bound with the skin of notorious murderer William Corder has been discovered within the museum's office. This bound tome is notably linked to the chilling "Red Barn Murder," a criminal case that captured public attention in the late Georgian period.
William Corder was hanged in 1828 after he was convicted of murdering his lover, Maria Marten, and entombing her beneath the floorboards of a local barn. The murder took place in 1827 in Polstead, Suffolk, where Corder lured Marten with false promises of elopement to Ipswich, only to shoot her instead. His execution and the gruesome circumstances surrounding the case provoked widespread outrage at the time. Following his hanging, Corder's body was subjected to dissection, a common practice for executed criminals during that era.
The first book, which recounts the details of Corder's crime and trial, has been on display at the Moyse's Hall Museum since 1933 and was bound using skin taken from Corder himself. The newly uncovered second edition, which was found last year, contains sections bound with Corder's skin, although it utilises only fragments for its bindings and corners. Dan Clarke, heritage officer at the museum, suggested that the second book was crafted from "left over pieces of skin."
Clarke highlighted the significant historical value of these artefacts, pointing out that they serve as tangible connections to a notorious episode in British criminal history. Speaking to BBC Radio Suffolk, he described their importance, affirming that in his eleven years at the museum, he had never received any complaints regarding the original book's display.
Conversely, Terry Deary, the author known for the "Horrible Histories" series, expressed a markedly different view, labelling the books as "sickening artefacts." In an interview with the Telegraph, he noted that for many criminals of the time, the fate of being dissected posthumously was a source of distress even greater than the prospect of execution itself. Deary further stated a desire to "burn" the books, demonstrating his disapproval of their display in the museum context.
The practice of anthropodermic bibliopegy, or binding books with human skin, was more common in the 19th century, often serving as a way to commemorate executed criminals or to provide keepsakes for physicians. The recently discovered book is understood to have been donated to the museum decades ago by a family linked to the surgeon who anatomised Corder's remains.
As the legacy of the Red Barn Murder continues to permeate popular culture through various films, books, and plays, public interest in the case remains significant. Clarke emphasised the presence of human remains in many museums across the country, a sentiment echoed by heritage assistant Abbie Smith, who remarked that, without the context of its binding, one might not immediately recognise the book as being bound with human skin.
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