global energy summit exposes divisions over fossil fuels and clean power futures
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In London today, an Energy Security Summit convenes, bringing together ministers from 60 countries to deliberate on the future of global energy amidst contrasting national priorities and strategies. The summit is characterised by a notable divergence between the United Kingdom's commitment to clean energy and the United States' continued emphasis on fossil fuel production under President Donald Trump's administration.
Labour representatives at the event advocate the viewpoint that transitioning from fossil fuels to clean power sources not only benefits the climate but also enhances energy security by prioritising domestic energy production. This perspective underscores the dual objectives of stabilising the global climate and addressing the economic implications of energy costs for consumers.
However, this vision faces opposition, particularly from the US delegation. President Trump, who is absent from the summit, has not dispatched his energy secretary Chris Wright but instead sent acting assistant secretary Tommy Joyce, a more junior official. Joyce is expected to promote the administration's stance of "unleashing US energy dominance," which involves an aggressive expansion of oil and gas extraction, often described by the phrase “drill baby drill.” This approach aims to maintain global dependence on US fossil fuels, reinforcing America’s position as the world's leading oil and gas producer.
This ideological rift is reflective of a broader debate within parts of the UK political landscape, notably the UK's Reform Party, which shares concerns that the energy transition could jeopardise energy security. However, this view is at odds with that of Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer, European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, and the United Nations, who underscore the benefits and necessity of rapidly scaling up clean energy technologies.
Supporting the UK’s clean energy position, research from the Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI) indicates that solar and wind power are now the cheapest options for new electricity generation in over 80% of countries globally. The UK government is also signalling its commitment to reducing reliance on China—currently dominant in manufacturing critical clean power infrastructure such as solar panels and critical minerals—by announcing a £300 million fund aimed at boosting domestic wind turbine production.
Notably absent from the summit is China, a significant player in the clean energy sector. Its absence presents a diplomatic advantage for the US but poses challenges for the summit’s efficacy in fostering global cooperation, particularly given China’s influence over the industries pivotal to the energy transition.
Trade tensions further complicate the summit's context. President Trump’s imposition of tariffs and the ensuing trade wars introduce uncertainties, especially in the energy sector’s complex marketplace. For instance, Trump has urged European countries to purchase more American liquefied natural gas (LNG) to circumvent tariff barriers. This aligns with Europe’s pressing need for LNG as traditional Russian pipeline supplies diminish and storage levels run low. Yet, Trump’s policies may paradoxically impact Europe’s gas demand and the American gas industry adversely, due to economic concerns such as a potential recession and fluctuating global demand.
The UK's own record demonstrates complexity in its energy and environmental policies. Despite advocating for clean energy, the UK continues to expand airport capacity and considers further exploitation of North Sea oil and gas reserves, complicating its climate credentials.
Given the various political, economic, and strategic factors involved, expectations for the summit are measured. Little concrete policy action is anticipated, with the summit likely producing primarily a paper summary defining the contours of “energy security.” The UK government may utilise the opportunity to attract investment but will largely focus on affirming its narrative that transitioning to clean power equates to securing energy for the future.
The International Energy Agency (IEA) and other international actors' willingness to align around this definition will be viewed by the UK as a key victory in this ongoing contest of ideas. The summit highlights the ongoing global tensions between maintaining traditional fossil fuel-based energy security and embracing renewable energy sources as a foundation for future stability.
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