Canary Islands launch consultation amid protests over tourism impact
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The Canary Islands are preparing for significant changes in their tourism sector as the regional government launches a public consultation aimed at updating tourism laws amidst rising public protests over the impact of mass tourism. The new measures could potentially reshape an industry vital to the islands' economy, while addressing growing local concerns about sustainability and quality of life.
The campaign opposing the current tourism model is set to begin on 18 May, driven by the activist group Canarias tiene un límite (The Canaries Have a Limit). The group announced a strategy to escalate protests targeting key tourist sites and public events across the islands, alongside direct actions aimed at confronting political figures responsible for tourism policies. They stated: "From now on, we will take our fight to the very spaces where their predatory model is perpetuated. We will boycott public events, confront political leaders during their appearances and occupy symbolic tourist spaces to make it clear that we will not stop until real change is achieved." The group added, "The Canary Islands can no longer be a postcard backdrop for the enjoyment of a privileged few," emphasising the growing frustration of residents who feel ignored and mistreated.
The protests come amid a surge in demonstrations, particularly in Tenerife, directed against the increasing number of tourists visiting the islands. The activists' message highlights concerns over the environmental and social pressures that tourism places on the local communities and infrastructure.
In response, the Canary Islands government has launched a public consultation to revise the tourism legislation originally established in the 1990s and updated in 2013. Announced on 21 April, this initiative aims to modernise laws to reflect current social, economic, and environmental challenges faced by the islands. Alfonso Cabello, spokesperson for the regional government, explained the approach: "We're doing this the Canary Islands way - extending a hand and listening to everyone."
Jessica de León, the Minister of Tourism and Employment for the Canary Islands, outlined the government’s vision for the updated regulations, stating: "The new regulation must align with today's social and environmental realities, correcting outdated elements and integrating changes from national and regional rulings, including Constitutional Court decisions."
The consultation is intended to balance the economic importance of tourism with the well-being of the island residents, an issue highlighted by numerous voices within and outside the islands. One British commentator shared their perspective, saying: "You have to feel some sympathy with the Islanders, they need tourism but they need the right kind of tourism. All inclusive kills the local economy however at the same time they need to manage the costs charged and the amount of tourists that can be on the island at the same time." Others pitched in with suggested alternatives, including stronger regulation of holiday rentals such as Airbnb, or government-led housing programmes to ease resident accommodation shortages.
The evolving situation in the Canaries reflects a broader global dialogue about sustainable tourism and the pressures on popular destinations balancing economic vitality with environmental protection and community welfare. The government’s public consultation and the planned protests mark a pivotal moment for the region’s approach to tourism for the foreseeable future.
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