Donald Trump suggests Ukraine may cede Crimea to Russia in peace deal
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US President Donald Trump has expressed the belief that Ukraine might be willing to cede control of Crimea to Russia as part of a peace agreement. This comment came during an interaction with reporters following a meeting with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky at Pope Francis's funeral on Saturday, held at the Vatican.
When asked if Zelensky was prepared to "give up" Crimea, Trump responded, "Oh, I think so," indicating that he thought the Ukrainian leader was open to such a concession to ensure peace in the region. Crimea, an Eastern European peninsula, was annexed by Russia in 2014 — a move widely condemned as illegal. President Zelensky has previously rejected any proposals to relinquish the territory, affirming that Crimea remains part of Ukraine and stating that he lacks the legal authority to recognise Vladimir Putin's occupation of the peninsula.
The meeting between Trump and Zelensky was described by the White House as "very productive" and took place in what Trump called "the nicest office I've ever seen." He praised Zelensky for "doing a good job [and] working hard," and noted that Crimea was discussed "very briefly." Trump also mentioned that Zelensky appeared "calmer" compared to their contentious exchanges earlier in the year over the conflict in Eastern Europe.
This encounter marks a notable shift in President Trump's public stance on the conflict. In recent social media posts, he suggested that Russian President Vladimir Putin might not desire to end the war and could be "tapping me along." During a news conference on Sunday evening, Trump intensified this theme by urging Russia to "stop shooting, sit down and sign a deal."
The Express reports these developments in the ongoing diplomatic interactions amid the conflict between Ukraine and Russia.
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