FCDO warns British tourists of travel disruption risks after rare power outages in Portugal and Spain
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The Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO) has issued a cautionary statement for millions of British tourists travelling to Portugal this summer, following significant power outages that occurred earlier this week. These outages, which also affected Andorra and mainland Spain, prompted the FCDO to update its guidance, advising holidaymakers to monitor any potential travel disruptions.
The power interruptions primarily occurred on Monday, 28 April, and have largely been resolved, but residual disruptions are still anticipated. The FCDO advised travellers to check with their tour operators or airlines for the latest information and to follow local authorities’ advice while staying informed through local updates.
The outages were reportedly caused by a “rare atmospheric phenomenon," according to the Portuguese grid operator REN. This incident was attributed to extreme temperature fluctuations across Spain, which led to “anomalous oscillations” in high-voltage power lines. The phenomenon, identified as “induced atmospheric vibration,” resulted in synchronisation failures within the interconnected European electrical systems, creating cascading disturbances.
However, Spain's national meteorological office, Aemet, released a statement early on Tuesday that appeared to contradict REN's assessment. Aemet clarified that no unusual weather phenomena had been detected on the day of the outages and reported stable conditions across its network of meteorological stations.
The economic ramifications of the power cut have been significant, with Spain’s Asociación de Trabajadores Autónomos estimating potential losses for self-employed individuals could reach up to €1.3 billion. The group reported ongoing connectivity and transport challenges, particularly affecting the hospitality and retail sectors. Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez expressed gratitude towards citizens for their responsibility and civic spirit during the crisis, acknowledging the difficulties faced.
Service disruptions are expected to gradually alleviate over the coming days, as efforts to restore normalcy progress.
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