Two jailed for smuggling migrants hidden under rubbish in van at Eurotunnel
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Two individuals have been sentenced to prison after attempting to smuggle five Vietnamese migrants into the UK by concealing them under rubbish in a van. Andrew Stainton, 48, and Denice Blendell, 62, faced their sentences after being apprehended in March 2022 by Border Force officers at the Eurotunnel terminal located in Coquelles, France.
During the search of their unregistered van, authorities discovered the migrants hidden beneath an old mattress, various clothing items, and heavy motorbike parts. This method of concealment highlighted the lengths to which smugglers may go to avoid detection.
In Hull Crown Court, Stainton received a sentence of three years and nine months for conspiring to facilitate illegal entry into the UK. Blendell was sentenced to one year and eight months for her role in the operation. 
This case underscores ongoing concerns regarding human trafficking and the illegal migration of individuals seeking entry into the UK, often relying on dangerous and deceptive methods. The Home Office has been vocal about its commitment to tackling these issues, as the phenomenon of people-smuggling continues to pose significant challenges to border security.
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