Violence mars Irish Cup final in Belfast with missiles thrown at PSNI
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Violence erupted in Belfast following the Irish Cup final at Windsor Park on Saturday, as police were targeted with missiles, including fireworks, bottles, and bricks. Several bins and traffic cones were set ablaze during the disturbances. The Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) responded to the unrest, which occurred after the conclusion of the match.
The PSNI has initiated an investigation into the incidents to identify those responsible and determine if any offences were committed. Authorities are reviewing available CCTV footage and have urged the public to come forward with any information that could assist in their inquiries.
The Irish Football Association (IFA) has also acknowledged the disturbances and is conducting its own investigation. A spokesperson stated, "We are aware of a number of incidents that took place at the Clearer Water Irish Cup final. As per normal procedure, the report of the independent match observer will be considered when received." 
The IFA has indicated that both Linfield and Cliftonville, the clubs involved in the final, may face disciplinary charges following the spectator misconduct. The charges stem from several incidents during the match, which was attended by 14,898 spectators—the largest attendance at a domestic match in Northern Ireland this century. 
In response to the events, Cliftonville chairman Kieran Harding expressed his concerns, stating, "We asked the Irish FA what more could Cliftonville Football Club do? No one could answer us." 
The PSNI has urged anyone with information about the disturbances to contact them on 101. The IFA has also called for cooperation from both clubs and their supporters to ensure that such incidents do not recur in future matches. 
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