Tensions flare in London as protesters condemn India’s deadly airstrikes in Kashmir
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Tensions Rise as Protesters Rally Against India's Airstrikes
On 7 May 2025, a significant protest unfolded outside the Indian High Commission in London, drawing attention to the escalating violence in Kashmir. Demonstrators, waving Pakistan flags, chanted slogans such as "we want peace" and "long live Pakistan" in response to India's recent missile strikes in Pakistani-administered Kashmir. The Pakistani military reported that these strikes resulted in the deaths of 31 individuals, alongside injuries to dozens more and the destruction of a local mosque.
India, on its part, claimed that its military action was a necessary response to ongoing hostilities, citing 15 fatalities among its citizens due to heavy Pakistani shelling along the Line of Control, the de facto border dividing the two territories of Kashmir. The strikes are part of a protracted history of conflict between the two nations, with both sides accusing each other of instigating violence.
The recent airstrikes form part of Operation Sindoor, which India initiated following a terrorist attack in Pahalgam, Kashmir, that resulted in the deaths of 28 civilians, predominantly Hindu tourists. While India touted the operation as a strike against militant infrastructure linked to groups like Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed, the human cost has raised international alarms regarding the implications of military aggression between these two nuclear-armed countries.
Protests surrounding Kashmir are not new; instances of civil unrest have often been inflamed by political incidents. Just weeks prior, an earlier protest in London turned chaotic when a Pakistani diplomat made alarming throat-slitting gestures toward Indian protesters, reflecting the deep-seated animosities between the communities. Reports indicate that this incident exacerbated tensions, with organisations from the Indian community expressing outrage and demanding accountability.
Amidst these protests, the international perspective on India-Pakistan relations remains cautious, particularly under the current leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. A US intelligence assessment has highlighted concerns about potentially aggressive military responses by India to any perceived threats from Pakistan, warning of an ongoing cycle of escalation that threatens to destabilise the region further.
The ongoing conflict in Kashmir continues to capture global attention, with diplomatic efforts being made to address the long-standing issues between the two nations. However, the recent events in London are a poignant reminder that the socio-political stakes are not just confined to South Asia; they echo throughout diaspora communities across the world, holding the potential for significant unrest.
As the situation evolves, the call for peace, as echoed by protesters in London, may become increasingly vital in the broader quest for stability in a region fraught with tension and historical grievances.
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