Russia escalates bombings on Sumy Oblast during Victory Day despite declared ceasefire
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Russian military activity around Ukraine has escalated significantly even amidst a proclaimed ceasefire, particularly on the commemorative occasion of Victory Day. As Victory Day celebrations took place in Moscow on May 9, Russian forces launched a barrage of guided aerial bombs on Sumy Oblast, underscoring their continued aggression despite a nominal truce.
Russia, having unilaterally declared a three-day ceasefire from May 8 to May 11, nevertheless carried out intense bombardments, launching a reported 130 glide bombs on May 8 alone. According to Ukrainian Air Force spokesperson Yuriy Ihnat, the attacks were directed at Sumy Oblast—a region bordering Russia—using aircraft such as the Su-34 and Su-35, demonstrating a blatant disregard for the ceasefire. By midday on May 9, the assaults had continued with another 56 bombs targeted at the same region.
Local authorities confirmed civilian casualties and injuries resulting from these attacks, drawing attention to the humanitarian toll of the ongoing conflict. In total, preliminary accounts indicated that attacks had occurred in at least two oblasts, leading to fatalities and injuries among civilians, which starkly illustrates the dire impact of armed conflict on civilian life and infrastructure.
Amidst this backdrop, significant diplomatic developments took place in Lviv, where European foreign ministers convened to approve the establishment of a special tribunal aimed at prosecuting Russian leaders for aggression against Ukraine. The newly ratified tribunal is expected to focus on high-ranking officials, including President Putin, thereby representing a pivotal step in the fight for accountability in international law. During the meeting, coalition representatives emphasised the need for concerted action, encouraging additional support from other states and organisations. This effort resonates amidst the broader international determination to prompt a legal reckoning for the war crimes documented by Ukrainian authorities, which include countless assaults on civilian targets and cultural landmarks.
Further affirming European support, the EU pledged to supply Ukraine with more than 1.35 million artillery shells by 2025, with military aid totalling approximately €1.9 billion sourced from frozen Russian assets. This funding will bolster Ukraine's military capabilities at a time when heightened Russian aggression necessitates sustained external support. Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha publicly thanked European partners, citing the collaboration as essential for strengthening Ukraine’s defence against continued attacks.
Simultaneously, discussions among U.S. and European allies have advanced towards proposing a 30-day unconditional ceasefire—though skepticism looms over its viability, given Russia's recent behaviours. Despite calls for a cessation of hostilities, the Kremlin's actions have undermined any efforts aimed at fostering peace. A history of violated agreements leaves sceptics questioning Russia's commitment to diplomacy, further complicating the geopolitical landscape.
In a troubling incident in westernmost Zakarpattia Oblast, Ukrainian authorities disclosed the dismantling of a Hungarian espionage network. This situation highlights the complex dynamics within the region, particularly with Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban often perceived as a pro-Kremlin figure within the EU. Such developments raise concerns about foreign interference and the integrity of Ukraine’s national sovereignty, especially in areas with significant ethnic Hungarian populations.
Overall, the juxtaposition of ongoing military operations and diplomatic efforts paints a complex picture of the current state of conflict in Ukraine. With every passing day, the urgency of solidarity and action within the international community becomes increasingly apparent—not only in responding to immediate military threats but also in laying the groundwork for long-term resolution and justice.
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