Counter-terror police probe arson attacks on Keir Starmer’s home amid fears of hostile state involvement
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Counter-terror police are currently investigating a series of arson attacks targeting the home of Prime Minister Keir Starmer, with concerns that a hostile state might be involved. The attacks, which have left Starmer’s family "frightened," occurred over a short span, culminating in a fire at his north London property. A 21-year-old man has been arrested in connection with these incidents, which included the burning of a car and a flat previously owned by Starmer.
As details emerged, the head of Counter Terrorism Command confirmed that the motive behind these actions remains unclear. However, police sources indicate an exploration of several possibilities, including a personal grudge against the Prime Minister or involvement by foreign actors. Commander Dominic Murphy remarked on the sophistication of the alleged plot, stating that police are actively investigating the connections between the incidents and their links to Starmer.
The fear stemming from these attacks was echoed by City Mayor Sir Sadiq Khan, who emphasised the psychological impact on Starmer’s family amidst escalating violent threats against politicians in recent years. The tragic deaths of MPs David Amess and Jo Cox in previous incidents serve as stark reminders of the dangers faced by public figures. Khan remarked on the distress experienced by Starmer’s wife and children, highlighting that “it can’t be right that any politician and their family faces these sorts of threats.”
No injuries have been reported from the recent fires, which took place between May 8 and May 12, but the intention to endanger life was clear. Local residents, including an 80-year-old neighbour who witnessed the flames, expressed alarm at the chaos surrounding the attacks. The rapid succession of these events raises significant concerns about public safety and the protection of officials.
This troubling incident unfolds against a backdrop of increasing hostility towards politicians in the UK, particularly as tensions surrounding immigration and political discourse have escalated. In August 2024, Starmer visited Northern Ireland following riots that resulted in police injuries, ignited by misinformation and protests against minority communities. Such unrest further illustrates the growing challenges faced by the government in maintaining civil order amidst rising far-right sentiment.
Moreover, Starmer has faced his own share of disruption during public appearances, including an incident at a party conference where he was glitter-bombed by a protester. His responses have consistently underscored the importance of civic engagement and democracy, but the recurring theme of aggression and intimidation towards political figures casts a long shadow over his leadership.
The broader political climate, marked by accusations of far-right violence and rising discontent over immigration policies, complicates Starmer's position. The government's response to these issues has been scrutinised, notably during violent protests against a hotel housing asylum seekers. Starmer has condemned such violence, affirming that it is "nothing short of disgusting" and pledging that those involved will face significant consequences.
As the investigation into the arson attacks continues, it is clear that the safety of political figures in the UK is under severe strain. The protective measures employed for Starmer and other MPs will likely be revisited in light of these alarming developments, prompting a national conversation about the safety of public officials in an increasingly fraught political environment.
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