Crew member hit with paint during pro-Palestinian protest at Eurovision in Basel
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The Eurovision Song Contest in Basel, Switzerland, was marred by an incident that highlighted the tense intersection of politics and entertainment. During Israeli singer Yuval Raphael's performance of her song "New Day Will Rise," two pro-Palestinian protesters attempted to storm the stage, resulting in a crew member being splashed with paint. While no one was injured, the disruption underscores the escalating tensions surrounding Israel's participation in this year's competition amid ongoing conflict in Gaza.
Organisers reported that the man and woman involved in the incident were quickly removed from the venue and taken into custody by the police. A spokesperson for Swiss broadcaster SRG SSR clarified that the protestors were overpowered before they could reach the stage but did manage to throw paint. Fortunately, the crew member affected was unharmed, and authorities subsequently released the demonstrators after a brief police check, leaving the decision on possible charges to organisers.
Before the performances began, Basel was already a focal point of intense protests against Israel’s involvement in the contest, which had drawn scores of demonstrators to the streets. Many of these protesters sported Palestinian keffiyehs and carried banners with strong messages like "No Music for Murder" and "Stop Genocide." The police, aiming to maintain order, engaged in a confrontational encounter with a group of pro-Israel supporters, resulting in the use of tear gas and the deployment of a water cannon truck to disperse crowds. 
Compounding the situation, Israel's National Security Council had previously issued warnings to its citizens in Basel. They advised Israelis to remain vigilant and avoid wearing identifiable symbols of their nationality amid fears of confrontations or potential attacks. This caution followed the rise in anti-Israel sentiment, particularly in light of Raphael’s participation in Eurovision, which has been a contentious topic. 
In a broader context, the Eurovision Song Contest is increasingly seen as a platform where political and humanitarian issues spill into public view. The dissent regarding Israel's presence was magnified by a petition signed by over 70 former contestants who advocated for Israel's exclusion from the event, linking it to perceived endangerment of Palestinian lives due to Israeli military actions. This petition echoed sentiments raised in previous years when similar calls were made for the exclusion of Russia following its invasion of Ukraine, pressuring the European Broadcasting Union (EBU) to maintain consistent policies.
Raphael, who survived the horrific attacks perpetrated by Hamas in October 2023, where she was forced to hide for hours beneath the bodies of victims, has emphasised her commitment to her music and her country throughout these turbulent times. The EBU has allowed her to compete despite the backdrop of these protests, which has seen varying responses from broadcasters across Europe. For instance, the Spanish broadcaster RTVE released a solidarity message for Palestine prior to the show's final, showcasing the ongoing discourse about human rights intersecting with entertainment.
As the event unfolded, it was clear that entertainment does not exist in a vacuum, but rather is intricately woven into the fabric of current global affairs, reflecting the deep societal divisions that often commandeer public attention. An operatic-techno number from Austria ultimately won the contest, drawing a record audience of over 160 million viewers. Yet, the shadow of political discord hung palpable in the air, demonstrating that the essence of the Eurovision Song Contest can transcend music, sparking crucial conversations about human rights, conflict, and cultural representation in an interconnected world.
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