UK politicians urge ban on Iran’s IRGC amid rising security threats
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The UK government is facing mounting pressure to proscribe Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) as a terrorist organisation, as highlighted by a letter signed by over 550 MPs and peers. This call has gained urgency in light of Iran's oppressive "hijab and chastity law," which has sparked widespread protests and rebellions against the ruling regime’s hardline stance on women's rights. Politicians, including prominent figures from both Conservative and Labour parties, argue that the IRGC plays a crucial role in suppressing dissent and that its proscription is vital for safeguarding democratic values and global security.
The letter states that the IRGC's mandatory hijab policies are actively suppressing women who are at the forefront of the resistance against the regime, further fueling the urgency for action. A collective of political leaders has expressed that “appeasing this faltering regime betrays democratic values,” underscoring the view that failing to act only emboldens Tehran's oppressive measures and its nuclear ambitions.
Compounding these concerns, three Iranian nationals—Mostafa Sepahvand, Farhad Javadi Manesh, and Shapoor Qalehali Khani Noori—were charged under the UK's National Security Act with espionage and conspiracy to commit serious violence against journalists affiliated with Iran International, a Persian-language media channel critical of the Iranian government. These arrests, conducted by anti-terror police on May 3, are emblematic of increasing security concerns regarding Iranian state actors operating within the UK. The suspects, who allegedly participated in surveillance activities targeting journalists, entered the UK illegally between 2016 and 2022, illustrating the complexity of national security challenges posed by foreign actors exploiting asylum systems.
Home Secretary Yvette Cooper has highlighted the need to enhance national security laws and has promised a review of the UK’s counterterrorism strategy concerning state threats, especially those emanating from Iran. There are fears that the activities of Iranian operatives in the UK have evolved beyond traditional espionage, as recent incidents reveal a pattern of violence against those critical of the Iranian regime. This includes the stabbing of Pouria Zeraati, an Iranian journalist living in London, which is being investigated under counter-terrorism protocols, solidifying perceptions that the Iranian government employs covert tactics to silence dissent abroad.
Despite the government’s internal debates regarding how to respond to these provocations, calls for the IRGC's proscription have been bolstered by international parallels. Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs has demanded solidarity from the UK, framing the ban as a necessary measure against Iranian aggression. The British Jewish community has likewise expressed a direct threat posed by the IRGC, advocating for action to protect both Jewish citizens and Iranian dissidents within the UK.
Historically, the UK has shied away from classifying the IRGC as a terrorist group, preferring to implement targeted sanctions against specific Iranian entities and individuals. This reluctance stems from the fear of deteriorating diplomatic relations with Tehran, which could be compounded by fears of retaliation. However, as the Iranian regime intensifies its assertiveness through military actions in the region and by sponsoring militia groups, arguments for a more robust approach continue to gather momentum.
As the situation evolves, and with the IRGC's involvement in acts of state terror increasingly exposed, the UK government's next moves will be closely scrutinised. The urgency for legislative change is matched by a growing public and political consensus that the Iranian government’s actions—both domestically and abroad—must be met with firm and decisive resolve. 
Political leaders are calling on the government to act not only to safeguard democratic values but also to counteract the broader implications of allowing such a potent force to operate without restriction. As these debates unfold, the implications for British foreign policy and national security will undoubtedly remain a pivotal concern in the coming months.
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