Hotel strikes threaten holiday plans in Balearic Islands amid wage dispute and rising tourism tensions
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As summer approaches, tourists eyeing holidays in the Balearic Islands—Mallorca, Ibiza, and Menorca—face potential disruptions due to impending strikes by hotel workers. The Unión General de Trabajadores (UGT), the largest hospitality union in the region, has announced plans for multiple strike days in June and July, aiming to highlight ongoing frustrations regarding pay and working conditions. The decision reflects a growing discontent that has been fermenting within the hospitality sector, exacerbated by stalled negotiations over a new collective agreement.
The workers' demands are significant. They are seeking a 19 per cent wage increase over the next three years, while employers have only offered a rise of 8.5 per cent, a disparity that appears to have widened tensions significantly. UGT's general secretary for the Balearics, José García Relucio, has stated that if no agreement is reached, the union will not hesitate to proceed with a multi-day strike, beginning with an initial protest scheduled for June 6 outside the Mallorcan Hotel Federation, followed by further actions throughout July.
This wave of unrest is part of a broader trend in Spain, where discontent among hospitality workers has been growing. Recently, numerous protests have engulfed the country, particularly in tourism-heavy regions, as locals voice their concerns over the impacts of mass tourism. In tandem with these worker strikes, Spain's government is also grappling with regulatory challenges associated with the booming holiday rental market. Recently, over 65,000 holiday homes were removed from platforms like Airbnb due to illegal listings, highlighting ongoing tensions between tourism and local housing rights.
The crackdown is seen as a necessary move amid rising public anger over how short-term rentals affect local housing, particularly in major cities. Indeed, data suggest there is a correlation between the expansion of tourist rentals and increased rental prices for locals, leading authorities to consider new tax regimes and stricter regulations on short-term lets to combat the issue.
As British tourists continue to favour Spain—evidenced by a recent YouGov survey showing 15.9% of respondents identifying it as their top destination for 2025—the impending strikes could disrupt plans for thousands. With the UK and Spain maintaining a long-standing tourism relationship, such unrest may sour the experience for holidaymakers who traditionally flock to the sun-drenched islands.
The situation is further strained by recent anti-tourism protests in the Canary Islands, where demonstrators have called for measures to limit the number of visitors, citing overcrowding and resource depletion as major concerns. In this charged atmosphere, both workers and local residents are rallying for sustainable tourism practices, demanding that the benefits of tourism be more equitably shared with the communities that host visitors.
As the hospitality industry navigates these complex issues, the balance between catering to tourists and addressing the needs of local communities remains precariously tipped. Should hotel strikes proceed as planned, the ramifications for holidaymakers—and the broader Spanish tourism model—could be profound, reflecting a crucial juncture for stakeholder negotiations in one of the world's most popular tourist destinations. In this rapidly evolving landscape, the call for change could be the necessary catalyst for cultivating a more sustainable future for Spain’s iconic tourist regions.
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