Netanyahu accuses UK, France and Canada leaders of backing Hamas amid Gaza conflict
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's recent comments targeting the leaders of the United Kingdom, France, and Canada have escalated tensions in an already fraught geopolitical landscape. During a video address on a social media platform, Netanyahu accused Sir Keir Starmer of effectively supporting Hamas, asserting that the British leader, along with French President Emmanuel Macron and Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney, is on "the wrong side of history." This accusation follows a wave of criticism directed at Israel for its military operations in Gaza, particularly in light of the humanitarian crises exacerbated by the ongoing conflict.
Netanyahu's remarks followed a specific incident involving the Israeli embassy staff in Washington, D.C., which further framed the discourse around Israel's relationship with Western nations. Despite the lack of direct commentary from Downing Street on Netanyahu's outburst, it did highlight Sir Keir Starmer's previous condemnation of antisemitism, asserting that such sentiments "must be stamped out." This comes against a backdrop of coordinated condemnations from the UK, France, and Canada regarding Israel's military actions and the associated humanitarian toll on civilians in Gaza. 
Critics have pointed to the severe humanitarian impact of the Israeli military campaign, which has reportedly resulted in the deaths of over 53,000 individuals, including thousands of children, according to Gaza's Hamas-run health ministry. Such statistics paint a grim picture that has prompted outrage internationally, with UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak recently expressing horror at the situation and describing Israel's limited humanitarian aid as "utterly inadequate." The responses from Western leaders have ignited a diplomatic firestorm, with Netanyahu's remarks implicating them in supporting what he described as a regime of "mass murderers."
Additionally, within Israeli political circles, there is considerable dissent regarding the current government’s approach. Former Prime Minister Ehud Olmert recently expressed his dismay on BBC's Newshour, characterising the government's leadership under Netanyahu as a "gang of thugs." He argued that their policies towards Gaza are tantamount to a war crime, a view that has gained traction among critics of the government. This internal criticism reflects broader concerns within Israel about the moral implications of its military actions and the potential long-term consequences of its policies.
Netanyahu has also pointedly condemned the UK government's suspension of arms export licenses to Israel, describing it as an undermining of Israel's right to self-defence. This decision, along with other sanctions recently imposed by the UK, further complicates diplomatic relations. British Foreign Secretary David Lammy labelled the Israeli government's actions as "cruel and indefensible," indicating a potential shift in diplomatic rhetoric that may influence future negotiations and the broader geopolitical dynamics in the region.
The ongoing situation remains vital not only for Israeli-Palestinian relations but also for how Western nations navigate their foreign policies in an increasingly polarised world. As Netanyahu's administration continues to face escalating scrutiny, both domestically and internationally, the responses from leaders like Starmer and Macron will likely play a critical role in shaping their nations' future engagements with Israel amid this complex humanitarian crisis.
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