Kamala Harris criticises scrutiny over Biden amid internal party doubts revealed in new book
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In a turbulent political landscape, Vice President Kamala Harris found herself at the centre of controversy following a tense exchange with CNN's Anderson Cooper that laid bare the growing concerns within the Democratic Party regarding President Joe Biden’s capabilities. A new book, "Original Sin: President Biden's Decline, Its Cover-up, and His Disastrous Choice to Run Again" by Jake Tapper and Alex Thompson, highlights this incident, wherein Harris took umbrage at Cooper's probing about Biden's performance during a crucial debate against Donald Trump.
During the interview, Cooper pressed Harris on whether Biden should consider stepping aside due to what many perceived as a 'train wreck' of a performance, leading her to respond fiercely. "This motherf***er doesn't treat me like the damn Vice President of the United States," she reportedly exclaimed to her aides immediately after the conversation. Despite her frustration, Harris defended Biden's record, arguing the importance of his performance over the longer span of his presidential tenure rather than a single debate.
The book reveals that many in Biden's inner circle were concerned about his performance leading up to the debate, highlighting a broader narrative of unease regarding his cognitive abilities as he approached an age where many begin to slow down. Previous to Harris's heated remarks, Biden's preparation for the debate had faced scrutiny, with advisers noting that he struggled with vocal clarity and coherence, receiving advice to improve his delivery prior to the event. Critics have since referred to his performance as "self-immolation,” with Tapper himself admitting during an interview that he felt the debate was potentially the worst in history, marking a turning point for the Biden campaign.
Moreover, the book sheds light on significant internal tensions within the Democratic Party. Signs of Biden’s declining health had reportedly been noted as early as 2023, with certain lawmakers expressing concern at a White House Christmas party. Behind the scenes, some prominent Democrats began to question Biden's decision to run again after witnessing the fallout from his debate performance. This anxiety reportedly led to calls for a shift in leadership and, in some cases, consideration of Harris as a potential successor—a move that comes with its own mixed reviews, given her earlier challenges as Biden's running mate.
Despite Biden's public assertions that his age and health would not hinder his performance, the revelations within Tapper's book paint a stark picture of a campaign defined by attempts to manage a difficult narrative. The complicated dynamics of being a supporter while facing scepticism reflect the ongoing struggle within the party: how to uphold Biden's legacy while potentially preparing for the future.
As Harris navigates her role amidst rising concerns and heightened expectations, it remains to be seen how the public will respond to her evolving leadership narrative. The heightened scrutiny of Biden's capabilities is only likely to amplify as the party approaches another election cycle under the shadow of these pressing concerns. 
While the book has incited backlash against Tapper for his portrayal of events, calling into question the implications of his own past coverage, the findings underscore a restless Democratic Party grappling with uncertainty as it looks towards the next election. As focus shifts towards the upcoming electoral battle against formidable opponents, the ramifications of Biden's and Harris's roles will be closely monitored, influencing not just the current cycle but the party's future direction as well.
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