Led By Donkeys rename Michelle Mone’s yacht ‘Pandemic Profiteer’ in bold protest against crisis profiteering
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At the Charleston literary festival earlier this month, Ben Stewart and Oliver Knowles from the activist group Led By Donkeys recounted their audacious stunt of renaming Michelle Mone’s luxury yacht, the Lady M, to “Pandemic Profiteer.” This act was more than a whimsical protest; it symbolised a growing discontent over profiting from public crises. The duo initially conceived a bolder plan: to commandeer the yacht and return it to His Majesty’s Treasury, a striking gesture of accountability. “It had everything – audacity, symmetry, justice, spectacle, the lot,” remarked Stewart, highlighting the public sentiment some might have viewed as naive yet profoundly resonant.
Mone, a Conservative peer, has found herself embroiled in controversy regarding her involvement with PPE Medpro, a company that profited by more than £28 million from government contracts awarded during the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite earlier denials of profiting from the government's “VIP lane,” Mone has since acknowledged her financial gains from the firm’s contracts, though she claims she and her husband, Doug Barrowman, are being scapegoated in a larger issue surrounding government spending during the pandemic.
The National Crime Agency has investigated the couple, with assets totalling £75 million reportedly frozen as part of this inquiry. It’s also worth noting that the government is contesting the quality of medical gowns supplied by PPE Medpro, which have been deemed unacceptable for use. While Mone’s political future hangs in the balance, the essential public discourse ignited by acts like Led By Donkeys defines the trajectory of accountability sought by the public. “Pandemic Profiteer” serves as a stark reminder that exploiting a national emergency should never be deemed acceptable.
Reflecting on their artwork, Knowles and Stewart emphasised the heart-rending undertones of their activism. Previous installations, such as laying 11,000 children’s outfits along Bournemouth beach to underscore the scale of loss in Gaza, illustrate the group’s commitment to using powerful imagery to evoke social consciousness. These acts of resistance don’t merely serve as commentary on contemporary issues but also create a communal barrier against despair; they assert that indifference is not an option, and that vigilance is necessary in confronting both misdeeds and tragedies.
As their talk concluded, the audience erupted into a standing ovation—a poignant indication that individuals are eager to stand against the injustices symbolised by figures like Mone. This spontaneous appreciation transcended typical admiration; it was a collective stand against perceived inequities in society. In a climate where the lines between political integrity and personal gain frequently blur, such acts of resistance compel the public to reconsider the distance between the privileged few and the collective wellbeing of society as a whole. 
Whether or not Michelle Mone retains her place in the House of Lords or is forced to reimburse any funds, the message delivered by Led By Donkeys resonates. It reinforces the notion that individuals should be held accountable in a democracy, urging society to demand competence from its leaders and integrity from its business figures. It suggests that the fight against moral decay is collective, and it begins when society confronts its uncomfortable truths head-on.
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