Miss England 2025 Milla Magee’s allegations spark debate over pageant values and traditions
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The recent allegations by Milla Magee, Miss England 2025, regarding her experience at the Miss World pageant have ignited considerable controversy, culminating in a stark denial from the Miss World Organisation. Just days before the finale in Hyderabad, Magee withdrew from the event, claiming that contestants were treated as mere entertainment for male guests, an assertion that has since been categorically refuted by the organisation's leadership.
Magee's discontent became apparent when she described feeling like she was “farmed out for entertainment,” a sentiment she shared with The Sun. The 24-year-old contestant described an uncomfortable situation where she believed the participants were expected to engage with middle-aged male investors during a dinner event, which she likened to being treated “like a prostitute.” Such comments have raised questions about the pageant's adherence to its purported values of empowerment and respect for women.
In response, Julia Morley, CEO of the Miss World Organisation, rejected Magee’s accusations as “false and defamatory." According to Morley, Magee had initially requested to leave due to a family emergency concerning her mother’s health. The organisation has stated that it intends to release unedited videos showcasing Magee’s appreciation for her experience, claiming these visuals contradict her recent statements.
Adding to the unfolding narrative, Jayesh Ranjan, a senior Telangana official, has been vocal in defending the reputation of the pageant and the events surrounding it. He indicated that an internal inquiry revealed Magee's claims to be exaggerated, based on footage showing her seated at a social event with a senior civil servant and family members, asserting that her statements lacked veracity.
This incident shines a light on the evolving expectations of beauty pageants, which many argue should reflect contemporary values regarding gender equality and respect. Magee herself has sought to modernise the Miss England pageant by replacing its traditional swimwear round with a 'CPR Queen' challenge, emphasising practical life-saving skills over conventional beauty metrics. This initiative aligns with her personal advocacy for CPR education, a cause she has passionately championed following a family tragedy related to an emergency situation.
In her endeavours, Magee has gained notable support, including an endorsement from Prince William, who commended her efforts to incorporate life-saving skills into the national curriculum. Collaborating with St John’s Ambulance, she aims to equip young people with essential CPR techniques, highlighting the practicality and necessity of these skills.
Magee's experience within the Miss World pageant, juxtaposed against her transformative vision for the Miss England competition, raises essential discussions about the future of beauty contests. If these platforms are to resonate with their audiences and reflect societal progress, they must adapt and embrace values that prioritise empowerment, respect, and education over outdated traditions.
As Magee's actions resonate on a broader scale, she not only represents a challenge to past pageant norms but also embodies a shift towards recognising and addressing significant societal issues like health and education. This unfolding situation ultimately raises pertinent questions about the role of beauty pageants in contemporary society and the expectations placed upon them by both contestants and audiences alike.
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