Naomi Osaka's French Open exit overshadowed by mid-match manicure and 54 unforced errors

[image: ]
Naomi Osaka's latest appearance at the French Open was marred by controversy and disappointment as she faced a first-round loss against Paula Badosa, ranked No. 10 in the world. This encounter showcased not only Osaka's struggles on the court but also a bizarre incident that distracted from the match's competitive spirit. During a tense battle, Osaka opted for a mid-game manicure, prompting a flurry of criticism online. While cutting her ornate Sakura-themed nails, Osaka appeared to suggest that they were hindering her performance, which many fans interpreted as an embarrassing moment rather than a strategic move.
This year's tournament proved challenging for Osaka, who committed a staggering 54 unforced errors, a figure that starkly contrasted with her opponent's performance and highlighted her ongoing difficulties on the red clay of Roland Garros. The defeat, with set scores of 7-6(1), 1-6, 4-6 after a hard-fought contest, continued a worrying trend for the four-time Grand Slam champion. Since returning to professional tennis after a maternity break in 2023, Osaka has failed to regain her former momentum, evident in her early exit from a tournament she has never progressed beyond the third round.
The emotional aftermath of the match further illuminated Osaka's struggles. She became visibly upset during the post-match press conference, even momentarily walking out due to tears. "I hate disappointing people," she shared during the session, adding that the pressure of high expectations weighed heavily on her, especially in contrast to her coach, Patrick Mouratoglou, who previously guided Serena Williams through much of her illustrious career. This juxtaposition, as Osaka pointed out, leaves both her and Mouratoglou wrestling with the contrasting reality of her current performance relative to the past.
Osaka’s unexpected challenges on the court have been compounded by her physical state, including painful blisters that led to a medical timeout during her match. The combination of these blisters and the chaotic moment of cutting her nails during play have raised questions about her readiness and focus amidst intense competition. Many commentators reflected on this peculiar incident, with one fan remarking that such distractions could indeed threaten her career if they persist.
In contrast, Badosa's resilience was commendable. After experiencing setbacks herself, including injuries that sidelined her, she stated that her motivation stemmed from the legacy of Rafael Nadal, whose footprint now graces the central court as a reminder of excellence at Roland Garros. Badosa's ability to maintain calm under pressure was crucial, particularly as she came back from losing the first set and faced a daunting 0-2 deficit in the third set before powering through to victory.
As the tournament progresses, the spotlight remains on Osaka, not only for her previous accolades but for the path forward. Will she recover her competitive edge, or will the pressures of expectation and physical challenges continue to overshadow her talent? With the French Open marking another early exit in her turbulent journey, the next steps for Osaka will be closely scrutinised by fans and analysts alike, as she seeks to find coherence and confidence in her game once more.
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