Coordinated protests across Europe call for justice over Pakistan’s nuclear tests in Balochistan
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On the 27th anniversary of Pakistan's nuclear tests in Chaghai, Balochistan, protests erupted across Europe, organised by the Free Balochistan Movement (FBM) alongside other advocacy groups, including the Pashtun Tahafuz Movement (PTM). The demonstrations were aimed at bringing global attention to the extensive and ongoing ecological, health, and political ramifications of these nuclear explosions, as well as the broader human rights violations facing the Baloch people.
In London, a significant protest took place outside 10 Downing Street, the official residence of the British Prime Minister. Baloch activists displayed banners with messages like “Pakistan Nuclear Weapons Are a Threat to World Peace,” calling attention to the perceived risks associated with Pakistan's nuclear programme. Dr. Shahzavar Baloch, Vice President of the FBM, was vocal about the issue, stating that Pakistan employs its nuclear arsenal as leverage in international relations, particularly in the context of tensions with India. He described the nuclear programme not as a peace initiative but as a potential threat to regional stability, particularly when coupled with Pakistan's history of supporting extremism. Dr. Baloch called for international non-proliferation bodies to investigate the adverse radiation impact on the local populace and advocate for dismantling Pakistan's nuclear capabilities.
The scenario in Glasgow mirrored that of London, where Baloch and Pashtun communities gathered outside the BBC Scotland headquarters. Protesters highlighted the tragedies stemming from the May 28, 1998 nuclear explosions which were conducted without the consent of the local inhabitants. The aftermath, they asserted, has been harrowing, with rising instances of cancer, hepatitis, and birth defects attributed to the radiation released from these tests. Activists expressed frustration over the media's portrayal of their struggles, urging outlets like the BBC to cover the deteriorating human rights situation in Balochistan, which they describe as a “no-go area” for humanitarian organisations and journalists alike.
Finland witnessed a march that began at the Finnish Parliament, culminating at the Helsinki Central Library, further demonstrating the transnational push for justice. Leaders from both the FBM and the PTM addressed the audience, with MB Marri Baloch accusing Pakistan of military aggression on Baloch lands under the guise of scientific tests. He claimed that this long-term environmental devastation equates to a form of genocide, compounded by the complicity of neighbouring Iran. Calls for investigations into human rights abuses in Balochistan and protection for political leaders facing persecution were prominently featured in their demands.
Meanwhile, in The Hague, protests unfolded outside the International Court of Justice. Activists voiced their discontent with Pakistan's nuclear activities and demanded accountability for the enduring impact on the Baloch people. This action was emblematic of a broader sentiment held by demonstrators across various countries, symbolising a collective struggle against oppression. Bilal Marri Baloch noted the profound significance of May 28 for the Baloch nation, critiquing Pakistan’s celebration of the day as “Youm-e-Takbeer” while framing it instead as a day of shame associated with oppression and nuclear devastation.
In Hamburg, Germany, the FBM staged yet another protest at Ida-Ehre Platz, where speakers called out the government's disregard for the Baloch people's suffering and the environmental disasters that have continued since the nuclear tests. Activists emphasised the need for international solidarity and investigations into the long-standing health crises attributed to the fallout from the tests. 
These coordinated protests reflect a burgeoning global movement advocating for justice and awareness regarding Balochistan's plight. Activists demand that international media, courts, and governments confront the ongoing legacy of nuclear testing and the associated human rights abuses that have perpetuated a cycle of suffering for the Baloch people. 
Collectively, the protests represent a profound call to the global community: to address not just the environmental and health impacts of the past, but to rectify the present injustices faced by the Baloch population amid their struggle for autonomy and dignity.
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