London set to open £220 million spy tunnels museum with James Bond connection
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London is set to unveil a significant new tourist destination deep beneath the bustling streets of High Holborn, as plans to open a museum dedicated to the city's historic spy tunnels gain momentum. This secretive network, known as the Kingsway Exchange Tunnels, was initially constructed as an air raid shelter during the Blitz but later served as a base for the Special Operations Executive (SOE) during World War II—a clandestine organisation founded under the direct orders of Winston Churchill.
According to the current proposals, the tunnels will be transformed into a major exhibition space that aims to attract up to three million visitors annually. The project, which has been under discussion for several years, is backed by a partnership between The London Tunnels and the Museum of Military Intelligence. The museum will provide a modern and high-tech experience, showcasing a wealth of historical artefacts, original equipment, documents, and personal accounts related to military intelligence.
The development has a projected budget of approximately £220 million. This investment not only promises to breathe new life into a once-forgotten corner of London but is also anticipated to stimulate local economies by as much as £80 million per year. The initiative will create around 40 onsite jobs and aims to offer educational opportunities, including free visits for local schools, reinforcing the site’s value as both a historical and educational resource.
The Kingsway Tunnels have an intriguing connection to popular culture; it is believed that Ian Fleming, the author of the James Bond novels, drew inspiration from these tunnels during his time as a liaison officer within the war effort. The narrative around the tunnels hints at a broader cultural significance, as they are synonymous with espionage, intrigue, and the covert operations of the British military.
Planners envision a museum experience that embraces immersive exhibitions and interactive structures, allowing visitors to engage with key moments from the UK's military history—from the Battle of Britain to espionage during the Cold War, and even contemporary operations against terrorism and conflict. In addition to the main exhibition, plans include unique features such as educational facilities and potentially an underground bar, designed to enhance the visitor experience further. 
The project has already garnered the necessary approvals from the City of London Corporation, marking a critical step towards realising what promises to be a fascinating glimpse into the past in one of the city's most symbolic locations. Work is scheduled to commence in 2027, with the grand opening anticipated in 2028. As London prepares to welcome millions to this hidden historical gem, the Kingsway Tunnels look set to become a central narrative in the story of British intelligence and resilience.
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