Denis Donaldson’s family demands justice amid libel trial overshadowed by Stakeknife revelations
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The tragic fate of Denis Donaldson, a man whose life was intertwined with the murky world of informants, has recently come under scrutiny. His murder has drawn critical comparisons to that of another notorious double agent, Freddie Scappaticci, known by the codename 'Stakeknife'. The family of Denis Donaldson has voiced their dissatisfaction with the judicial process surrounding his death, particularly in relation to a libel case brought by Gerry Adams against the BBC. The family feels justifiably overlooked, highlighting the absence of their voice in a court that failed to grant the opportunity for Jane Donaldson, Denis's daughter, to speak on behalf of her father's legacy.
In the aftermath of the trial, Justice Alexander Owens permitted testimony from Ciaran Shiels, the family’s former solicitor, but denied a platform to Jane. This omission raises questions about the true representation of victims' families in legal proceedings, with Jane calling her father’s abandonment by the state a betrayal. She expressed her dissatisfaction with the judicial system, stating her father was “thrown to the wolves”, in stark contrast to Scappaticci, who was afforded protection by British security forces. It is that perceived hypocrisy—where one man enjoyed security while the other was sacrificed—that has left the Donaldson family seeking justice. Jane has since demanded a full inquiry into her father’s murder, a call underscored by the fact that the inquest has been postponed an astonishing 27 times.
The case of Stakeknife adds another layer to this narrative. Recent inquiries revealed that Scappaticci’s actions, while initially thought to have saved lives, likely resulted in far more fatalities. An investigation into his tenure as a British agent within the IRA estimated that his activities caused more harm than good, allowing preventable murders to occur while he maintained his cover. Despite the extensive Operation Kenova, which examined Scappaticci’s role—a seven-year investigation costing £40 million—findings concluded that no charges would materialise against him or any other individuals implicated, due to “insufficient evidence” as stated by the Public Prosecution Service.
This raises unsettling questions regarding the accountability of state informants and the broader implications of state-sponsored deception. As the inquiry’s results trickled down to victims' families, their hopes for justice appeared to dwindle further into a realm of unresolved grief and unanswered questions. The realization that the very structures designed to uphold justice may also obscure it leaves a haunting aftertaste.
Merging the perspectives of Denis Donaldson’s family with the findings surrounding Stakeknife, we observe a fundamental systemic issue: when the British establishment seeks to protect its own interests, the truth often remains obscured in shadows. For those left to grapple with the aftermath—families bereaved in a conflict complicated by betrayal and political manoeuvring—the call for transparency and truth becomes not just a quest for justice, but a need for healing amid the murk.
The contrast between these two cases epitomises the complexities surrounding disclosures of state complicity and betrayal in Northern Ireland’s tumultuous past. As public sentiment grows for frank discussions about the sins of the past, the continued silence and lack of accountability remain troubling reminders of the costs of unresolved conflict.
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