British police arrest fourth suspect linked to arson attacks on properties associated with Keir Starmer
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British police have apprehended a fourth individual in connection with a series of arson attacks targeting properties linked to Prime Minister Keir Starmer. This most recent suspect, a 48-year-old man, was arrested at Stansted Airport on suspicion of conspiracy to commit arson with intent to endanger life. The incidents have drawn significant attention given their implications for national security, prompting the involvement of counter-terrorism detectives.
The fires occurred between May 8 and May 12 and focused on locations associated with Starmer, including a house he owns, an apartment building where he previously resided, and a car that he once owned. Remarkably, no injuries have been reported, but the attacks have shaken political circles. Three men, identified as Ukrainian nationals Petro Pochynok, 34, and Roman Lavrynovych, 21, as well as Ukrainian-born Romanian Stanislav Carpiuc, 26, have already been charged and are set to appear before London's Central Criminal Court on June 6. They remain in custody awaiting further proceedings.
Starmer condemned these acts as assaults on democratic values, insisting that such actions are an attack on the very foundations of society. He has since moved to the official residence at 10 Downing Street, having vacated his private home in north London following his election in July 2024.
Adding complexity to the investigation were allegations surrounding potential Russian involvement in the incidents. Last week, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov categorically dismissed claims reported by the Financial Times, which suggested that UK security officials were exploring a link to Russia. Peskov labelled such assertions as baseless, reflecting a long-standing narrative that Britain often seeks to blame Moscow for domestic issues.
The series of fires has elevated fears regarding safety and security in a politically charged climate, where such attacks can have wider ramifications. The investigation, led by counter-terrorism police due to the implications for the prime minister, underscores the growing intersection of domestic security and transnational tensions. While speculation about Russian involvement lingers, both Starmer’s office and UK law enforcement have refrained from making any public allegations linking the Kremlin to the crimes.
As authorities continue their investigation, the focus remains on securing accountability while addressing the deeper concerns these attacks pose to public figures and the principles of democracy they represent. 
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