Exiled Sheikh Hasina faces crimes against humanity charges amid Bangladesh crackdown inquiry
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The recent developments in Bangladesh involve serious allegations that have cast a long shadow over the political landscape. Sheikh Hasina, the ousted former Prime Minister, faces grave charges of crimes against humanity, related to her administration's brutal crackdown on protests last summer, which resulted in an estimated 1,400 deaths. These allegations, articulated by the International Crimes Tribunal (ICT), suggest that Hasina coordinated a violent response to a wave of student-led protests that escalated into widespread anti-government unrest. This response was characterised by reports of mass killings, targeted violence against women and children, and a systematic denial of medical treatment to the injured.
The backdrop to these developments is significant. After 15 years of leadership, Hasina fled to India amid the uprising that culminated in her ousting in August 2024. Subsequently, arrest warrants have been issued not only for her but also for her former interior minister, Asaduzzaman Khan, and former police chief, Chowdhury Abdullah Al Mamun, who has since been arrested. Notably, these proceedings mark a historic shift: the ICT, initially established under Hasina's administration to address war crimes from Bangladesh's 1971 independence struggle, is now being employed against her.
In a recent statement, Manynul Karim, the prosecutor for the ICT, explained the severity of the evidence against Hasina, claiming that testimonies have revealed harrowing details, including instances where wounded protesters were allegedly burned alive. If convicted, Hasina could face the death penalty for her purported actions. The tribunal is set to reconvene, with the prosecution planning to pursue Hasina's extradition from India—a diplomatic request that has further strained relations between the two nations.
Amid the turmoil, public sentiment in Bangladesh has been vocal. Protests have erupted demanding accountability and justice for the victims of the violent crackdown. Organised by the Anti-Discrimination Student Movement, demonstrators have urged not only for Hasina's prosecution but also for the dismantling of her Awami League party, deepening calls for systemic political reform in the wake of the government's alleged human rights violations.
The political scandal extends beyond Hasina herself to include her niece, Labour MP Tulip Siddiq, who is now linked to a broader investigation into allegations of embezzlement amounting to £4 million, further complicating the family’s already precarious standing. Siddiq has denied these allegations, claiming that the investigations are politically motivated, asserting her innocence amidst what she describes as 'targeted' actions against her.
The recent arrest of several former officials and the freezing of £90 million worth of properties related to Hasina's government highlight the escalating legal repercussions of the political crisis. As Bangladesh's interim government, led by Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus, seeks to navigate this complex landscape, there remains an urgent need for a transparent judicial process capable of delivering justice and restoring public confidence.
As the country grapples with the remnants of violence and the embers of rebellion, it stands at a crucial juncture. The choice made by India regarding Hasina’s potential extradition could very well determine not only her fate but also the political trajectory of Bangladesh itself, as the nation strives to reconcile with its tumultuous past and the pervasive calls for justice.
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