Lt Col Myrnyi urges UK troop deployment as Starmer signals readiness for combat role in Ukraine
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Lt Col Roman Myrnyi, a frontline officer in Ukraine's Khartia Brigade, has called for an increase in Western military support, specifically urging the United Kingdom to send troops to Ukraine. In a recent interview from his command post in Kharkiv, Myrnyi expressed frustration over the imbalance in military engagement, pointing to the involvement of foreign fighters from nations such as China and North Korea in Russian forces. He articulated his belief that Ukraine should be afforded a measure of parity in this conflict, emphasising, “If North Koreans and Chinese are fighting with Russians, why can’t we have British or French troops?” He contended that the current influx of foreign volunteers to Ukraine does not equate to the substantial military backing Russia receives.
While the UK has focused on providing weapons and training, the demand for troop deployment reflects growing concerns regarding the nature of international involvement in the conflict. Myrnyi argued that direct support from British forces would not only enhance Ukraine's military capabilities but also serve as a crucial experience for European troops. His statement highlights an escalating sense of urgency as tensions with Russia continue to intensify. He remarked, “We are the country that was attacked, and that’s why we need help,” calling for a collective effort to deter Russian aggression.
Prime Minister Keir Starmer has been responsive to calls for greater UK involvement. Following recent high-level discussions with European leaders, he has indicated readiness to contribute combat forces if it means enhancing Ukraine's security. In March 2025, Starmer announced the formation of a 'Coalition of the Willing,' aimed at curbing further Russian advances. This initiative involved a pledge to deploy both ground and air forces, reflecting a shift in Britain's previous stance, which had primarily revolved around logistics and equipment support.
The plan includes an ambitious proposal of deploying up to 30,000 troops from the UK and other European nations, aimed at bolstering Ukraine's defence while simultaneously avoiding direct confrontations with Russian forces. Important to this strategy is a reliance on advanced Western intelligence and surveillance capabilities to monitor and counteract Russian military movements. Starmer has underscored the necessity of strong US backing for any military involvement, indicating that a successful mission would depend on cohesive international support.
While there is broad agreement on the need for a robust response to Russian actions, potential deployment remains contentious. Starmer did not rule out a parliamentary vote on the matter, indicating an understanding of the political implications such a decision carries. Given the risks associated with engaging directly in a conflict involving a major power, the UK government is weighing its options carefully, aiming to balance humanitarian support for Ukraine with the strategic imperatives of national security.
As discussions progress, the international community watches closely, mindful that any increase in Western military presence poses significant risks not just to regional stability but also to broader international relations.
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