Shia Ismaili community prepares for Global Encounters festival under new Aga Khan leadership
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Excitement is palpable within the Shia Ismaili community as they prepare to celebrate the arrival of the Chandelier, a prestigious symbol connected to Global Encounters. With approximately 15 million members globally, the community is gearing up for a festival in Dubai from July 20th to 27th, 2025. This event promises to unite Ismailis from around the world in a showcase of artistic and athletic talents while highlighting the community's enduring commitment to diversity and pluralism within Islam.
The festival marks a significant occasion and comes in the wake of the recent passing of Prince Karim al-Hussaini Aga Khan IV, who was instrumental in fostering cultural and artistic initiatives. His legacy continues under the guidance of his successor, Prince Rahim al-Hussaini Aga Khan V, who has taken on the mantle of leadership as the 50th Aga Khan following a ceremonial Takht Nashini in Lisbon. His vision is to carry forward the cultural and artistic legacy of his father by encouraging a spirit of unity and excellence among the community. 
The Global Encounters initiative, with its two categories—Jubilee Games and Jubilee Arts—launched in conjunction with the previous leadership milestones, will feature participants from various countries competing in both sports and the arts. These events reflect the community's dedication to nurturing creativity and social development, with a strong emphasis on environmental sustainability resonating throughout the programming. According to event organizers, this alignment with Islamic principles touches upon the stewardship of the Earth and community responsibility. 
Preparations for the festival have already begun in various regions, particularly in Sindh, where community members are eager for the symbolic Chandelier’s arrival. Unique ceremonies featuring cultural festivals, dances, and artistic performances are planned as key highlights. Voluntary escorts for the Chandelier have been arranged, underscoring the communal spirit and dedication of the members, particularly noted in a village in Hyderabad where a traditional ox cart procession drew local crowds.
Community volunteer Abdul Karim articulated the broader vision encapsulated by Global Encounters, stating that the event stands as a platform for promoting peace, unity, and diverse methodologies for serving societal needs. He emphasised that the preparations reflect a deep commitment to these values, illustrating the Ismaili community’s historical role in philanthropic efforts and cultural engagement both regionally and internationally.
As the countdown to this landmark event continues, the Global Encounters Festival stands as a testament to the resilience and solidarity of the Shia Ismaili community, reflective not just of their artistic aspirations, but also their ongoing commitment to fostering unity and meaningful engagement in the world today.
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