Brit Awards set to move to Manchester’s Co-op Live arena in 2026
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The Brit Awards, a long-standing highlight of the UK's music calendar, are set to break new ground by relocating to Manchester for the first time. Traditionally held in London for over 40 years, the prestigious ceremony will take place at the Co-op Live arena in 2026 and 2027, with the inaugural event scheduled for Saturday, February 28, 2026. This ambitious relocation marks a significant shift in the awards' history and has drawn excitement from various corners of the music industry and local governance.
Andy Burnham, the Mayor of Greater Manchester, hailed the decision as a monumental victory for the region. Expressing pride in Manchester's rich musical heritage and cultural significance, he remarked, “For the Brit Awards to move out of London is a massive coup for Greater Manchester.” Burnham’s comments spotlight the city's role as a vibrant hub for music and culture, supplementing its legacy with emerging talent that has gained recognition on global stages. His enthusiasm reflects a broader community sentiment that celebrates Manchester's musical prowess, which has produced iconic artists across generations.
The transition to Manchester is spearheaded by Sony Music UK, which claims that hosting the awards in this culturally rich city will invigorate the event. Jason Iley, Chairman and CEO of Sony Music UK & Ireland, expressed optimism about the move, noting that Manchester has been the home of numerous influential musicians. “This is a very exciting time for The Brit Awards,” he said. The shift resonates with a growing trend in the music industry, which increasingly seeks to decentralise major events from London to cities with dynamic cultural narratives.
The Co-op Live arena, which opened its doors in May 2024, boasts a capacity of 23,500 and is already making waves as the largest indoor venue in the UK. Designed to provide an intimate experience for concert-goers, Co-op Live has commenced a robust programme that includes performances from world-renowned artists such as Sir Paul McCartney and Charli XCX. The arena's music-first approach, which incorporates cutting-edge acoustics and an immersive design, has contributed to its rapid rise as a leading venue with over one million tickets sold in its first year.
Adding to the excitement, Mastercard has reaffirmed its commitment as the headline sponsor of the Brit Awards for the 28th consecutive year, marking a longstanding partnership that showcases the awards' enduring appeal. Previous ceremonies have been notable for their high-profile winners, such as Charli XCX, who made headlines this year by sweeping five awards, reinforcing the relevance of the event as a platform for celebrating musical excellence.
As the countdown begins towards the 2026 ceremony, both Manchester and the Brit Awards stand poised for what promises to be a transformative era. With the arena's innovative design, combined with the city's renowned musical legacy and energy, the Brit Awards are set to bring a fresh narrative while continuing to uphold the tradition of celebrating outstanding talent across the UK music scene.
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