Thousands rally at Lincoln Memorial to oppose Trump-era rollbacks on LGBTQ+ rights during WorldPride 2025
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Amidst a backdrop of festivity that marked WorldPride 2025, a significant rally was held at the Lincoln Memorial on 8 June, echoing the urgent calls for LGBTQ+ equality and a protest against policies perceived as regressive under the Trump administration. This event, which followed a vibrant parade the day before, took on a more serious and political undertone, uniting thousands in a stand against the erosion of rights for marginalized communities, particularly the LGBTQ+ population and immigrants.
Speakers from diverse backgrounds within the LGBTQ+ community took to the stage, articulating their frustrations with the legislative and executive actions taken during Donald Trump’s presidency. These actions, including the banning of transgender individuals from serving in the military and various executive orders that undermined anti-discrimination protections, were highlighted as detrimental to the progress made over previous decades. Ashley Smith, president of the Capital Pride Alliance and one of the rally’s organisers, stated, “LGBTQI+ people are under siege, especially our trans siblings, who are being targeted by legislation, rhetoric, and violence in every region.”
The ambience at the memorial, a site steeped in the history of civil rights, transformed from one of celebration to a resolute demonstration against systemic injustices. Mimi Gonzalez, a noted comedian and activist, infused a moment of humour into the heavy atmosphere with a satirical performance that jokingly condemned both Trump and business magnate Elon Musk. She declared, “Our pronouns are ‘we, us, ours.’ That’s what unites us,” underlining themes of solidarity among the participants.
Political experts have noted the wider implications of these rollbacks. Bianca Sprague, executive director of Trans Pride Washington DC, warned that the “unprecedented assault” on trans rights extends beyond mere legislative changes; it permeates the very fabric of community life, instilling fear and despair among those affected. As protests against aggressive immigration enforcement tactics surface in various cities, the atmosphere is charged with apprehension for many immigrant communities, who too feel the weight of hostile political rhetoric.
As the rally unfolded, the sentiments of the attendees appeared to echo a broader discontent not only with the current administration but also towards Democratic leaders who have been perceived as inadequate in defending LGBTQ+ rights. “Our message is clear: LGBTQ+ rights are human rights, and we will not allow decades of progress to be reversed,” said one participant, reflecting a common resolve. Despite lower-than-expected attendance figures compared to the historical crowds of 1963, the collective voice of the rally participants remained resolutely committed to fighting back.
This rally marks a critical juncture for advocacy amidst a complex political climate, where LGBTQ+ rights have become a polarising issue. Prior to this rally, Trump had positioned himself as an ally during his first term, yet critics assert that recent developments paint a different narrative. The rhetoric surrounding LGBTQ+ rights has shifted significantly, with many pointing to increased anti-trans sentiment and legislative initiatives that threaten the wellbeing of minority groups. The emotional weight carried by the visuals of protestors, some brandishing flags and chanting defiant slogans, served to remind all present that while challenges are great, the spirit of resilience and the push for equality remains unyielded.
As WorldPride continues in Washington, D.C., the unwavering commitment to solidarity and resistance is palpable. Activists vow to advance their cause with fierce determination, ensuring that the intersectionality of rights for all marginalised groups remains at the forefront of their activism, echoing the historic calls for justice made by figures like Martin Luther King Jr.
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