Greta Thunberg accuses Israel of illegal kidnapping amid Gaza aid boat interception
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Greta Thunberg has emerged at the centre of a storm following her deportation from Israel, where she accused the Israeli authorities of committing an “illegal act” by kidnapping her and fellow activists in international waters. The Swedish climate activist was aboard the Madleen, a UK-flagged boat carrying limited humanitarian aid, when it was intercepted by Israeli forces off the coast of Egypt on June 9. Following the interception, multiple passengers were deported, while some remain in detention in Israel.
Speaking to reporters upon her arrival in Paris on June 10, Thunberg rejected Israel’s portrayal of the situation, asserting, “We were illegally attacked and kidnapped by Israel and taken against our will there where we were detained.” This incident has ignited debate around not only the treatment of activists but also the broader humanitarian situation in Gaza, which has been under an Israeli blockade since 2007 and has faced severe humanitarian crises exacerbated by ongoing military operations.
Thunberg's mission aimed to deliver food items such as rice and baby formula as a form of protest against the blockade, which many claim has pushed Gaza to the brink of famine. In this context, she described Israel’s actions as a "PR stunt," and called for the immediate release of the remaining activists still in custody. Reports indicate that eight activists are still detained, with legal representatives challenging Israel’s jurisdiction over the incident that unfolded in international waters. France has confirmed that it is providing consular support for its detained citizens, while Spain has condemned the seizure, labelling it a “pirate attack.”
The Israeli government has portrayed the operation as necessary for enforcing a naval blockade established to restrict Hamas. In their view, the humanitarian mission was merely a publicity stunt disguised as a charitable effort. Israeli officials further defended the interception, underscoring their rationale by citing videos shown to detainees, which were intended to illustrate the justifications for the blockade. However, critics argue that such measures disproportionately affect the civilian population, amounting to collective punishment.
The blockade and the ongoing conflict in Gaza have produced staggering humanitarian consequences. UN reports estimate that over 54,000 Palestinians have lost their lives in the recent conflict, while Israeli fatalities have also risen sharply following a Hamas attack that resulted in the deaths of 1,200 Israelis and numerous taking of hostages. The humanitarian crisis in Gaza has worsened significantly since the intensified conflict began, propelling humanitarian organisations to push for increased access to the region.
Thunberg, while advocating for the people of Gaza, has downplayed her personal experiences of detention compared to the suffering of those in the region. Her statements have already been met with controversy, with Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon Saar dismissively referring to her involvement as a "ridiculous publicity stunt." While Thunberg’s activism has garnered international attention, the complexities surrounding the blockade and the conflict reveal a deep-seated crisis that demands a more nuanced approach from the global community regarding solidarity efforts and humanitarian interventions.
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