UK hit by over 30,000 lightning strikes as storms cause widespread flooding and travel chaos
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Powerful thunderstorms unleashed a dramatic display of nature across the UK, with over 30,000 lightning strikes recorded overnight as torrential rain led to widespread flooding and significant disruption. The Met Office noted that while most strikes occurred over the sea, landfall saw particularly severe effects, especially in Kent, where heavy rains prompted an amber weather warning. This winter-like deluge struck the region shortly after 10pm on Friday, inundating homes and leaving many residents of Dover grappling with flooded streets.
Social media platforms lit up with reports of devastation, depicting scenes where affected residents described the storm as the most ferocious they had ever experienced. One local recounted, “This area really got a direct hit. So much flooding across the Dover/Deal area and so many homes without power.” Others shared distressing accounts of water seeping into homes, accompanied by fears of sewage spills into local waters due to storm overflows.
The severity of the situation prompted Kent Police to close the A256 in Tilmanstone, where at least one driver was seen stranded on their vehicle's roof amid rising waters. Transport services were similarly impacted, with Stagecoach suspending operations between Dover and Canterbury due to the "severe flooding." 
As the storms continued into Saturday morning, warnings persisted for heavy and thundery rain pushing northwards across the nation. Regions from Cornwall all the way to the East Midlands experienced this severe weather. While Kent grappled with flooding and blackouts, parts of the Midlands and North West England faced their own challenges. Notably, the M60 motorway in Greater Manchester was closed due to collisions linked to the hazardous conditions, with reports of vehicles trapped in floodwaters, and delays on the railways compounded the travel chaos.
In the midst of these developments, the annual Trooping the Colour ceremony loomed, where the King and the Princess of Wales were set to make public appearances. However, the threatening weather remains a potential disruptor for this royal event, particularly if conditions do not improve.
As the remnants of the storm persisted, the Met Office forecast indicated that while sunnier spells may develop in southern areas, the threat of scattered heavy downpours and thunderstorms continues. This volatile weather pattern not only reflects seasonal extremes but is part of a troubling trend, as increased rainfall events have been linked to broader climate shifts. 
The weather’s ferocity in recent days serves as a reminder of the escalating challenges posed by such extreme conditions. With parts of the UK already vulnerable to flooding—previously seen during severe weather events this year—the need for robust infrastructure and immediate response measures is underscored. The nation's ability to recover from these meteorological onslaughts will be tested thoroughly in the coming days.
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