Willmott Dixon secures over £50 million government contracts to refurbish DfE HQ and APHA site
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Willmott Dixon Construction has recently secured significant contracts totalling over £50 million from various government agencies to refurbish and enable works in key public sector buildings. Among these, a notable £36.9 million contract awarded by the Government Property Agency is earmarked for the refurbishment of the Sanctuary Building, located at 20 Great Smith Street in central London. This building serves as the headquarters for the Department for Education (DfE).
The scope of these works is extensive, involving a phased refurbishment and strip-out across three floors and the basement. Work began on May 19, 2025, and is scheduled for completion by June 2, 2026. The project will be executed under a NEC4 Engineering and Construction Contract Option A, which ensures a structured approach to project management and delivery. Previously, Willmott Dixon undertook design work under a pre-construction services agreement, setting a strong foundation for the current phases. The refurbishment will not only modernise the workspace but also align with sustainability goals, incorporating upgrades to existing facilities to support future installations of solar technology as part of the DfE’s decarbonisation initiatives.
In addition to the Sanctuary Building project, Willmott Dixon has been awarded a £14.6 million enabling works contract at the Animal and Plant Health Agency’s (APHA) Weybridge site in Surrey. This initiative, initiated on June 5, 2025, will involve critical site preparation and infrastructure development that supports DEFRA's broader redevelopment strategy for the Weybridge science campus. The enabling works are designed to facilitate upcoming construction phases, focusing initially on site clearance for a specific building within the campus.
The contractor’s growing portfolio aligns well with DEFRA’s £600 million framework for developing new facilities across various APHA locations in the UK. This framework not only covers work on new constructions but also encompasses comprehensive renovations at existing sites, showcasing the ongoing commitment towards enhancing public infrastructure in a sustainable manner.
Moreover, Willmott Dixon's engagement within the public sector extends to other recent contracts, including a £61 million project to support the transition of the 1st Military Working Dog Regiment to Kendrew Barracks, and a position in the NHS Shared Business Services Decarbonisation of Estates Framework worth £500 million. These opportunities demonstrate the contractor’s ability to effectively navigate the complexities of public-sector projects, while contributing to the advancement of infrastructure that meets evolving needs.
As Willmott Dixon progresses with these substantial contracts, the integrated focus on sustainability, modern working environments, and efficient project management remains paramount, ultimately benefiting the public sector and its stakeholders while showcasing the importance of collaborative construction partnerships.
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