Two Met officers and ex-colleague face misconduct hearing after Taser used on 90-year-old dementia patient
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Two serving Metropolitan Police officers and a former officer are set to face a gross misconduct hearing following an investigation by the Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC) into a disturbing incident involving a 90-year-old Black woman with dementia in south London. This incident saw the elderly woman subjected to being "red-dotted" with a Taser, handcuffed, and placed in a spit hood—a series of actions that have ignited concerns about the treatment of vulnerable individuals by law enforcement.
The episode occurred in May in Peckham, south-east London, when police responded to a dispute between the woman and her carer. According to reports, the elderly woman allegedly spat at one of the officers during the encounter. Despite there being no arrest, officers applied restraints including handcuffs and a spit hood before the woman was taken to hospital, where the restraints were subsequently removed. The IOPC’s investigation is probing whether the officers involved breached professional conduct and whether their actions constitute criminal offences such as assault and false imprisonment.
Six officers in total are under scrutiny, with the potential for charges reflecting the seriousness of the incident. The use of a Taser—normally regarded as a significant and potentially traumatic measure—on a non-aggressive, elderly person with dementia raises particular questions about proportionality and appropriateness. The inquiry appears to be treating this as more than a routine disciplinary matter, reflecting wider societal concerns about how police engage with those suffering from mental illnesses or cognitive impairments.
This case is not isolated in raising alarms about police interactions with vulnerable elderly individuals. A separate investigation by the IOPC is ongoing involving two Sussex police officers who used a baton, Taser, and incapacitant spray on a 93-year-old man with dementia and limited mobility in a care home setting. That incident tragically culminated in the man’s death three weeks later, bringing additional scrutiny to the force’s handling of vulnerable people and the limits of use-of-force policies.
The Metropolitan Police Service has not publicly commented in detail but according to official statements, the officers involved in the Peckham case are being investigated thoroughly to establish the full facts. The case adds to an ongoing national debate about police powers and accountability, especially concerning older adults and those with mental health conditions. Advocates argue for better training and protocols that prioritise safeguarding over immediate control, particularly when dealing with individuals who may not fully understand or comply due to cognitive impairments.
As the gross misconduct hearing approaches, the results could set important precedents for policing policies and disciplinary standards across the UK. It also serves as a stark reminder of the delicate balance required when law enforcement must maintain order while respecting the dignity and rights of society’s most vulnerable members.
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