Seven charged after high-tension Palestine Action protest in Trafalgar Square
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Seven individuals have been formally charged following a sizeable Palestine Action protest in central London, where a total of 13 arrests were made. The charges range from racially aggravated public order offences to assaulting emergency workers, alongside breaches of the Public Order Act. One additional person involved in the protest received a caution for assaulting an emergency worker. The protest itself attracted hundreds of people to Trafalgar Square, a location chosen after police imposed a ban on demonstrations outside the Houses of Parliament.
This protest shift came amid heightened tensions surrounding Palestine Action, an activist group at the centre of escalating controversy. The UK government is actively pursuing the designation of Palestine Action as a terrorist organisation under anti-terror legislation. If Parliament approves this move, the group would be criminalised in terms of membership, support, and participation in its activities. The designation would place Palestine Action alongside proscribed organisations such as Hamas, al-Qaeda, and ISIS, effectively outlawing its operations and associational activities within the UK.
The increased scrutiny follows a series of high-profile incidents involving Palestine Action. Recently, two activists from the group managed to infiltrate the RAF Brize Norton base, the largest Royal Air Force installation in the nation, where they vandalised two military aircraft with red paint. This act has raised significant concerns over military security and prompted vigorous government and law enforcement responses. Beyond this incident, the group has a history of targeting sites linked to defence contractors, especially those connected to Israeli military interests, as part of their activism related to the Gaza conflict that began in 2023.
Home Secretary Yvette Cooper cited Palestine Action’s "history of unacceptable criminal damage" and their growing aggressiveness as essential reasons for the proposed ban. She underscored incidents including damage at a Thales defence factory and other acts of vandalism as indicative of the group's shift from protest to criminality. The Metropolitan Police Commissioner echoed these concerns, justifying the police’s proactive ban on protests near Parliament on grounds of preventing criminal damage and violence, including assaults on officers.
However, the government's efforts to proscribe Palestine Action have not gone without criticism. Various voices, such as Amnesty International UK and prominent political figures including Baroness Shami Chakrabarti, have condemned the move as disproportionate. They argue the designation risks conflating disruptive protest tactics with terrorism, potentially infringing on civil liberties and the right to protest. This backlash frames the ban as an overreach that may suppress legitimate dissent under the guise of national security.
Amid these developments, clashes broke out during the Trafalgar Square protest when demonstrators confronted police officers. The protests also followed a larger Palestine Solidarity Campaign rally earlier in the week, which saw significant police activity and multiple arrests for breaches of protest conditions and public order offences.
Palestine Action itself rejects the terrorism label, stating their actions are designed to oppose what they see as UK complicity in alleged genocidal actions in Gaza. Despite the contentious nature of their campaign, government officials are pressing ahead, citing the need to safeguard critical military infrastructure and public order, as the UK navigates a complex geopolitical balance regarding Israel and the broader Middle East conflict.
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